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[Continued  from  page  241.] 

Having  occupied  so  much  time  in  considering  the  distin¬ 
guishing  title  of  the  third  person  of  the  Sacred  Trinity,  we 
will  now  proceed  to  prove,  that  He  constitutes  a  true  person^ 
distinct  by  his  personal  attributes  and  works,  both  from  the  Father 
and  the  Son. 

I.  The  first  argument  in  confirmation  of  this  position  is  de¬ 
rived  from  the  characteristic  name  of  which  we  have  been 
speaking.  This  name,  whenever  it  is  applied  to  an  incorpo¬ 
real  substance,  designates  a  rational  being,  possessed  of  under¬ 
standing  and  will. 

This  nanie,  moreover,  is  employed  in  such  connexion  with 
the  names  of  the  Father  and  the  Son,  that  if  it  can  be  proved 
that  these  are  persons,  it  will  in  like  manner  follow  that  the 
Holy  Spirit  is  a  person. 

Thus,  in  Matt,  xxviii.  19.  baptism  is  directed  to  be  ad¬ 
ministered  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghosts 
whence  it  is  evident,  that  this  name  belongs  tq  the  third  per- 
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son,  in  llie  same  sense  in  which  Fallur  and  Son  belong  to  ihc 
other  persons  designated. 

Now  these  names  were  intended  either  to  express  the  au¬ 
thority  by  which  baptism  is  administered,  or  the  honour  due 
to  those  in  whose  name  it  is  administered  ;  but  either  of  these 
supposes  something  personal ;  for  there  is  no  authority  except 
in  a  person  commanding,  and  no  honour  unless  there  be  sonic 
person  to  receive  it. 

In  like  manner,  in  2  Cor.  xiii.  14.  communion  is  ascribed 
to  the  Holy  Ghost,  in  the  same  way  in  which  grace  is  ascribed 
to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  love  to  God  the  Father. 

The  method  by  which  it  is  commonly  attempted  to  evade 
this  argument  is,  that  in  many  places,  the  name  Holy  Spirit 
does  not  designate  a  person,  but  a  cjuallty.  How  little  ground 
there  is  for  this  assertion,  shall  be  made  to  appear  in  its  proper 
place.  At  present  it  is  only  necessary  to  show,  that  in  the 
texts  just  (juoted,  it  must  designate  a  person. 

But  the  arguments  in  opposition  to  this,  are  so  entirely 
futile,  that  it  seems  scarcely  necessary  to  notice  them.  It  h 
said,  for  example,  that  it  is  no  unusual  thing  for  God  to  be 
joined  with  the  names  of  persons  and  things  not  partaking  of 
his  essence.  Thus,  Acts  xx.  32.  is  adduced.  To  God  and  the 
word  of  kis  grace.  Phil.  iii.  10.  Christ  and  the  power  of  his 
resurrection.  2  Thes.  iii.  9.  The  Lord  and  the  glory  of  his 
power.  Rev.  iii.  12.  I  will  write  upon  him  the  name  of  my  God^ 
and  the  city  of  my  God.  But  none  of  these  furnish  any  thing 
parallel  to  the  name  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  as  used  in  the  solenin 
form  of  baptism,  for  there  personality  is  necessarily  supposed: 
but  the  text,  Acts  xx.  32.  contains  no  more  than  a  recom¬ 
mendation,  not  only  to  God,  but  also  to  the  word  of  his  grace; 
a  mode  of  speaking  by  no  means  uncommon  both  among  the 
Greeks  ai^l  Romans.  What  is  more  common,  than  to  com¬ 
mend  any  one  to  the  protection,  love,  or  fidelity  of  another.' 
By  this  expression  the  apostle  evidently  intended  no  more 
^han  that  God  was  the  foundatioji  of  that  confidence  by  which 
he  commended  the  Ephesians  to  him  :  And  from  the  very 
structure  of  the  sentence  it  appears,  that  he  treated  of  no 
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jiiore  than  one  person.  The  other  texts  need  not  be  particu¬ 
larly  considered. 

But  it  is  urged,  that  to  be  baptized  in  the  name  of  any 
thing,  does  not  prove  the-personality  of  that  thing  ;  because  in 
Acts  xix.  2.  some  are  said  to  have  been  baptized  into  the  hap- 
tism  of  John,  But  these  are  not  the  words  of  the  apostle,  but 
of  certain  ignorant  Jews,  in  answer  to  his  question.  How¬ 
ever,  the  context  makes  much  in  favour  of  the  personality  of 
the  Holy  Spirit ;  for  when  these  persons  declared  their  igno¬ 
rance  of  him,  the  apostle  immediately  asks,  ‘‘  into  what  then 
were  ye  baptized  manifestly  intimating  that  those  who 
were  rightly  baptized  could  not  be  ignorant  of  the  personality' 
of  the  Holy  Spirit,  seeing  they  must  have  been  baptized  in 
his  name. 

But  some,  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  in  Matt,  xxviii.  19.  under- 
«;tand  no  more,  than  an  afflatus  or  influence  of  God,  by  which 
believers  are  illuminated.  This  explanation  is  given  in  the 
Racovian  Catechism.  ‘‘  This  enlightening  influence,  being  the 
teacher  of  all  Christians,  they  may  with  propriety  be  baptized 
in  its  name. But  how  unmeaning,  according  to  this  exposi¬ 
tion,  is  it  to  represent  this  influence  as  a  distinct  teacher  from 
the  Father.^  For,  according  to  the  Antitrinitarian,  how  does 
the  Father  teach  the  Church  ?  Is  it  not  bv  this  virtue  or 
influence^  which  he  calls  the  Holy  Spirit  ?  How  exceedingly 
frigid  and  tautological  then,  does  this  make  this  most  solemn 
form  of  baptism  !  It  is,  as  if  Christ  had  said,  “  baptizing  them 
in  the  name  of  the  Father  and  of  the  .Son,  and  of  the  injiuenct 
of  the  Father 

II.  But,  in  the  next  place,  we  appeal  to  a  great  multitude 
of  passages,  in  which  the  Holy  Spirit  is  so  connected  with 
other  personal  subjects,  that  it  is  manifest  that  he  himself  is  a 
person. 

In  Isaiah  xlviii.  16.  it  is  said,  ^ind  now  the  Ijord  God  and 
his  Spirit  hath  sent  me. 

In  Matt.  xii.  31,  32.  we  have  the  Holy  Spirit  opposed  to 
Reelzebub  the  chief  of  the  devils,  as  one  per«:on  to  another  per- 
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son.  The  Holy  Ghost  is  here  also  represented  as  one  against 
whom  we  may  speak,  and  whom  we  may  blaspheme,  which 
evidently  denotes  a  person. 

It  is  sai  .  in  Acts  xv.  28.  It  seemed  good  to  the  Holy  Ghost 
and  to  us.  Now  how  could  this  be  said  of  any  but  a  real  per¬ 
son,  possessed  of  understanding  and  will  ? 

Rom.  viii.  16.  The  Spirit  also  helpeth  our  infirmities.  Ver. 
26.  The  Spirit  itself  b caret h  witness  with  our  spirits. 

One  who  helps,  and  bears  witness,  can  be  no  other  than  a 
person. 

Again,  we  find  the  Holy  Spirit  so  connected  with  the  other 
persons  of  the  Trinity,  in  the  same  passage,  that  there  can  be 
no  doubt  of  his  being  distinct  from  them,  John  xiv.  16.  And  I 
ivill  pray  the  Father,  and  he  shall  give  you  another  comforter^ 
that  he  may  abide  with  you  for  ever.  Here  the  word  not 

only  distinguishes  the  Spirit  from  the  Son,  as  one  person 
from  another,  but  shows  that  one  person  was  substituted  for 
another. 

III.  The  next  argument  is  derived  from  the  pei'sonal  attri¬ 
butes  and  faculties,  which  are  ascribed  to  the  Spirit,  and 
which  can  agree  to  none  but  a  rational  subject. 

1.  Understanding  is  ascribed  to  the  Holy  Spirit.  Neh.  ix. 
20.  Thou  gavest  also  thy  good  Spirit  to  instruct  them.  Is.  xi.  2. 
And  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  shall  rest  upon  him,  the  spirit  of  wis^ 
dom  and  understanding,  the  spirit  of  counsel  and  might,  the 
spirit  of  knowledge,  and  the  fear  of  the  Lord.  1  Cor.  ii.  10. 
For  the  spirit  searcheth  all  things,  yea,  the  deep  things  of  God. 
xii.  11.  But  all  these  worketh  (hat  one  and  the  self-same  Spirit. 
(To  be  read  with  the  context.)  John  xv.  26.  Even  the  Spirit 
of  truth  which  proceedeth  from  the  Father,  he  shall  testify  of  me, 
xvi.  13.  Howbeit  when  he  the  Spirit  of  truth  is  come,  he  will 
guide  you  into  all  truth,  he, 

2.  IVill  is  ascribed  in  Scripture  to  the  Holy  Spirit.  John 

iii.  8.  1  Cor.  xii.  11.  Acts  xv.  28. 

3.  Power  is  also  ascribed  to  the  Holy  Spirit.  Is.  xi.  2. 
Mic.  ii.  7.  Ephes.  iii.  16. 
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4.  Personal  offices  are  attributed  to  the  Holy  Spirit.  He 
is  called  a  Com/orfcr,  Teach ftr,  2i  Judge,  Sue, 

IV,  Such  operations  are  ascribed  to  the  Holy  Spirit,  as  de¬ 
monstrate  his  personality.  He  works* — He  searches:\ — He 
convinces  and  reprove^'l — He  strives^ — He  — He  com- 

mands** — He  leadsff — He  intercedes^ —  He  foretellsk^ — He 
appoints  bishops.\\\\  Now,  if  these  acts  do  not  prove  that  he 
is  a  person,  I  know  not  what  would  be  sufficient  to  prove  it. 

The  Holy  Spirit  is,  moreover,  described  as  being  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  such  aflections,  as  can  appertain  only  to  a  personal 
subject.  He  is  said  to  be  tempted.  Acts  v.  9.  A  lie  is  sai(J 
to  be  committed  against  him.  Acts  v.  3.  He  can  be  grieved, 
quenched,  resisted,  and  vexed.  Is.  Ixiii.  10.  Ephes.  iv.  30. 
Acts  vii.  51.  I  Thess.  v.  19. 

The  objection  to  these  last  arguments,  which  is  commonly 
made,  is,  that  these  acts  and  offices  are  ascribed  to  the  Holy 
Spirit  by.a prosopopoeia;  but  the  futility  of  this  objection  will 
appear,  if  it  be  considered, 

1.  That  no  example  can  be  produced  of  this  figure  ex¬ 
tending  through  every  part  of  Scripture. 

2.  In  other  cases,  where  personal  qualities  are  ascribed  to 
a  subject  which  is  not  a  person,  we  are  always  able  to  gather 
from  the  circumstances,  that  the  discourse  is  figurative  :  but 
no  such  proof  can  be  collected  from  the  passages  cited  to 
prove  the  personality  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

3.  Most  of  the  texts  adduced  can  be  no  otherwise  under¬ 
stood,  but  as  referring  to  a  person ;  for  the  discourses  in 
which  they  are  found,  are  not  poetical,  allegorical,  or  para¬ 
bolical  ;  but  simply  historical  and  didactic. 

The  personal  properties  ascribed  to  the  Holy  Spirit,  are  of 
the  same  kind  with  those  which  belong  to  a  human  person. 
And  to  these  are  often  added  emphatic  adjectives,  and  pro¬ 
nouns,  which  remove  every  appeai*ance  of  prosopopoeia.  An 
example  may  be  taken  from  Acts  xiii.  2.  where  He  says, 

•  1  Cor.  \ii.  11.  t  xi-  1  John  \vi.  8.  §  Gen.  vi.  ||  Acts  xiii.  2.  •*  Rom. 

>iii.  14— *26.  ft  John  xvi.  13.  t  r  ,\cts  xx.  *2S.  §§  .Vets  x\i.  4.  If]  Acts  xx.  25. 
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Separate  me  Barnabas  and  Saul  to  the  work  to  which  1  have 
called  them.  Here  the  personal  pronoun  and  the  verb 
x^dG-KUxiifAxn^  used  in  the  first  person,  do  not  permit  us  to  un¬ 
derstand  any  other  than  the  Holy  Spirit.  By  the  pronoun  we 
are  taught,  tha^He  was  the  author  and  end  of  this  separation; 
by  the  verb,  that  He  had  before  manifested  his  design  to  the 
teachers  of  Antioch. 


[To  he 
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Some  considerations  explanatonj  of  the  promise  of  long  life  in  the 
fifth  commandment  of  the  Decalogue^  and  illustrating  that 
principle  asserted  in  the  second^  of  God^s  ^Hnsiting  the  iniquities 
of  the  fathers  upon  the  children,  to  the  third  and  fourth  gent' 
ration.^^ 


The  greater  part  of  common  readers  of  the  Scriptures 
are  prone  to  entertain  confused  notions  of  a  prolongation  of 
man’s  natural  life  being  promised,  in  some  way,  in  this  com¬ 
mandment,  to  the  individual  who  has  been  piously  educated, 
and  has  approved  himself  as  a  dutiful  and  obedient  son  to  his 
parents :  but  not  being  able  to  attach  precise  and  definite 
ideas  to  the  expressions  in  the  text,  content  themselves  with 
vague  and  indistinct  fancies  of  some  mysterious  blessing  with 
regard  to  life,  to  result  from  filial  duty,  without,  however,  dar¬ 
ing  to  image  to  themselves,  in  any  positive  form,  wherein  it 
consists.  The  Westminster  Assembly,  wise  and  good  men, 
say,  that  the  words  of  the  precept  contain  a  promise  of  long 
life  and  prosperity,  as  far  as  it  shall  serve  for  Code's  glory,  and 
their  own  good,  to  all  such  as  keep  this  commandment.  This  simply 


lecites  a  principle  which  is  common  to  all  the  duties  of  the 
Christian  life.  They  all  imply  some  blessing;  and,  among 
others,  a  continuance  of  life,  as  far  as  it  shall  serve  for  God’s 
"lory,  and  the  ultimate  interest  of  the  individual.  But  this 
commandment  has  evidently  a  reference  to  the  peculiar  bless¬ 
ing  of  the  people  of  Israel,  as  a  chosen  nation,  to  whom  the 
promsed  land  was  assigned,  as  a  perpetual  possession,  under 
the  special  condition  of  their  continuing  obedient  to  the  law, 
and  walking  in  all  the  commandments  of  God,  as  delivered  by 
Moses,  and  handed  down,  by  a  most  holy  tradition,  from  pa¬ 
rent  to  SOI ;  the  forms  of  which  were  prescribed  with  great 
precision,  as  forming  part  of  the  law^  of  the  land.  And  ye 
shall  teach  *hem  to  your  children^  speaking  of  them  when  thou 
sittest  in  tline  house^  and  when  thou  walkest  by  the  way^  and 
when  thou  best  down,  and  when  thou  risest  up  ;  and  thou  shalt 
write  them  xoon  the  door-posts  of  thine  house,  and  upon  thy  gates. 
And  this  exactness  of  Isi'aelitish  education  was  a  principal 
ground  on  vhich  the  law^s  of  parental  authority,  and  of  filial 
duty,  equaly  rested;  and  on  which  the  crime  of  disobedience 
was  so  se\^rely  punished,  and  tlie  blessings  of  filial  piety  so 
superlativeh  magnified.  It  deserves  particular  notice,  that 
the  whole  losaic  la\y  is  prescribed  imperatively  in  the  second 
person,  am  in  the  singular  number;  because  its  obligation 
was  especialy  extended  to  every  individual,  and  the  duty  and 
piety  of  indviduals  constituted  the  prosperity  of  the  nation  by 
their  protrated  residence  in  the  land  that  had  been  promised, 
on  this  conction,  to  their  fathers.  If  it  should  be  asked  whv  this 


blessing  of  te  long  continuance  of  the  nation  on  the  promised 
land,  was  anexed  peculiarly  to  the  fifth  law  of  the  decalogue, 
and  to  the  ^rtue  of  filial  duty  and  obedience  It  is,  perhaps, 
because  doiestic  instruction  and  discipline,  and  the  tradition¬ 
ary  virtue  ofTamilics,  if  I  may  call  it  so,  was  considered  as  the 
securest  bas  of  the  public  virtue,  which  is  always  the  most 
certain  and  mpregnable  bulwark  of  the  national  existence 
and  prosper^.  It  was  peculiarly  the  condition  of  the  ex¬ 
istence  and  fosperity  of  the  nation  of  Israel.  In  every  nation 
thev  form  th«firmest  foundations  of  civil  societr.  The  whole 
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import  of  this  law,  and  its  consequent  promise,  may  be  em» 
braced  in  the  following  proposition, — That  while  domestic 
piety  and  virtue  are  maintained,  they  are  the  surest  pledges  of 
the  prosperity  of  that  chosen  people,  and  of  their  long  and 
hapil^y  continuance  in  the  land  which  the  Lord  their  God  had 
given  them.  It  is  a  national  promise  and  precept,  oiJy  ad¬ 
dressed  to  each  individual,  as  constituting  a  part  of  the  ration 
whom  God  had  selected  for  handing  down  to  posterity  the 
purity  of  his  tvorship,  and  the  holiness  of  his  law. 

From  the  preceding  reflections  a  general  consequence  re¬ 
sults,  of  much  importance  to  be  well  considered  by  indivi¬ 
duals,  and  by  the  great  communities  of  mankind.  The  dis¬ 
pensations  of  divine  Providence,  commonly  proceed  upon  the 
general  laws  which  God  has  established  in  the  system  of 
nature.  Hence,  no  single  virtue,  nor  even  any  setled  course 
of  virtues,  forms  any  infallible  security  for  indivUual  length 
of  life ;  but  for  the  permanence  of  nations,  the  general  ex¬ 
istence  of  virtue  among  any  people,  and  especialy  the  flou¬ 
rishing  state  of  the  domestic  virtues,  furnishes  the  nost  secure 
and  lasting  basis. — In  this  great  political  maxim  ve  find  the 
most  reasonable  interpretation  of  this  often  misaken  law  of 
the  decalogue,  and  of  the  reason  which  the  divire  Legislator 
has  annexed  to  give  it  the  greater  force. 

In  the  same  principle  of  nationalizing  the  pomises  and 
threatenings,  the  blessings  and  the  maledictions  ainounced  to 
Israel,  in  the  progress  of  their  history  and  their  iws,  we  find 
a  natural  and  easy  solution  of  many  diflicultieswhich  occur 
to  the  commentator,  and  especially  to  the  ordinry  reader,  in 
interpreting  the  civil  and  religious  institutions  of  srael.  This 
remark  may  be  happily  exemplified  in  the  concision  of  the 
second  law  of  that  comprehensive  decalogue,  with  embraces 
the  fundamental  principles  of  the  whole  legisltion  of  that 
wonderful  people.  I  the  Lord  thy  God  am  ajealous  God, 
visiting  the  iniquities  of  the  fathers  upon  the  childreninto  the  third 
and  fourth  generation  of  them  that  hate  me  ;  and  kowing  mercy 
to  thousands  of  those  that  love  me,  and  keep  my  mmandmenis. 
This  principle  of  visiting  the  iniquities  of  the  faiers  upon  the 
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children,  seems,  at  the  first  view,  to  bear  a  bard  aspect  upon 
the  benevolence  of  divine  Providence,  when  it  is  regarded  as 
an  individual  example  of  the  equity  of  his  law;  but  when  we 
extend  our  view  to  the  universal  system,  and  the  relations  of 
society,  as  established  by  God.  it  loses  all  that  aspect  of  seve¬ 
rity,  as  soon  as  we  regard  in  it  the  course  of  nature,  and  the 
almost  necessary  order  of  human  things.  The  corruptions  of 
the  parent  race  we  usually  see  increased  in  their  descendants ; 
and  they  extend  an  incipient  influence  even  to  the  third,  from 
novel  habits  and  ideas  beginning  to  be  introduced,  and  continu¬ 
ally  grafting  new  follies  upon  old  errors.  Thus  vice  increases 
with  the  progress  of  time,  and  in  a  period  of  great  decline  in 
the  manners  of  a  nation,  the  physical  evils  which  grow  out 
of  the  moral  corruptions  of  the  state,  become  augmented  with 
every  succeeding  race.  This  order  of  nature  both  explains 
and  justifies  the  denunciation  of  visiting  the  iniquities  of  the 
fathers  upon  the  children.  The  corrupted  current  of  society, 
grows  continually  stronger  through  the  force  of  pernicious 
example,  united  with  defective  instruction ;  and  the  civil  dis¬ 
orders  and  calamities  which  it  draws  after  it,  or  are  involved 
in  it,  increase  with  ominous  and  threatening  aspect.  This 
awful  current  is  constant,  with  only,  now  and  then,  some  feeble 
ripplings  in  the  stream,  if  I  may  speak  so,  or  alternate  vibra¬ 
tions  from  better  to  w^orse,  or  the  contrary,  in  the  state  of 
society ;  till,  in  nations  rapidly  verging  tow  ards  their  fall,  they 
seldom  pass  the  third  or  the  fourth  genei*ation,  till  they  are  ripe 
for  some  fatal  or  exterminating  judgment,  to  crush,  or  root  out 
from  their  country,  a  sinful  people,  who  are  said,  in  the  pas- 
sage,  by  their  impious  works  to  hate  God.  The  period  limited 
to  the  third  and  fourth  generation,  is  a  satisfactory  proof 
that  the  whole  precept  and  blessing  has  a  national  aspect. 
None  of  the  nicest  observers  of  human  nature  have  been  in¬ 
clined  to  restrict  or  extend  the  penalties  of  personal  vice  to 
three  and  four  of  the  immediate  descendants  of  the  guilty 
individual  from  whom  they  are  sprung ;  but  the  universal 
testimony  of  history  renders  it  probable  that  nations  rarelv 
survive  that  period,  after  the  extreme  declension  of  the  public 
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luanneiV,  before  they  sink  under  some  fatal  catastrophe.  V  oh 
canoes  swallow  them  up,  as  in  the  case  of  Sodom  and  Gomor¬ 
rah  ;  republics  often  degenerate  into  despotisms ;  and  des¬ 
potisms  sink  under  the  arm  of  foreign  power. 

I  contemplate,  with  satisfaction,  the  denunciations  of  holy 
AVrit,  so  worked  up  into  the  constitution  of  nature,  that  they 
partake  of  its  invariable  course  ;  and  the  evils  inflicted  on  cor¬ 
rupted  states,  become  thereby  identified  with  its  eternal 
laws.  The  prediction  of  them,  therefore,  cannot  be  interpret¬ 
ed,  by  infidelity’,  as  a  gloomy  ebullition  of  priestly  zeal ;  nor 
can  they  ultimately  fail  of  their  accomplishment,  to  the  great 
dishonour  of  religion,  through  any  ignorance  of  the  moral  or 
physical  system  of  the  universe,  imputable  to  the  prophet 
or  the  priest.  I  love  to  trace,  in  the  holy  Scriptures,  their 
perfect  accordance  with  the  system  of  nature. 

A  similar  conclusion  is  applicable  to  the  succeeding  branch 
of  the  sentence  :  shoicmg  mercy  to  thousands  of  those  who  love 
me,  and  keep  my  commandments.  The  contrast  expressed  in 
this  proposition,  to  the  preceding,  is  never  made  a  ground  of 
objection  to  the  ways  of  Providence,  which  appear  here  in  so 
benignant  a  light.  And,  from  the  experience  of  nations  in  all 
ages,  it  has  grown  to  be  a  political  maxim  of  the  first  import¬ 
ance,  founded  in  human  nature,  and  the  very  constitution  of 
civil  government,  that  virtue,  and  religion  which  fosters  virtue, 
ih  the  firmest  basis  of  states.  In  conformity  with  this  principle, 
we  find  that  all  the  republics  of  antiquity’;  and  to  go  still 
higher,  that  all  the  kingdoms  and  states  whose  origin  has  been 
preserved  in  history,  have  had  their  foundations  laid,  and  their 
nascent  constitution  nursed  by  the  priests  of  religion.  Civil 
order  commences  in  the  order  and  piety  of  families;  and  an 
excellent  family  discipline  is  the  surest  pledge  of  the  durability 
and  felicity  of  nations.  As  long  as  it  is  preserved  in  its  purity 
and  energy,  if  it  were  to  a  thousand  generations,  so  long  the 
republic  will  flourish  and  be  happy.  Such  are  the  rational 
principles  on  which  these  commandments,  and  the  whole  fabric 
of  human  duty,  rest. 
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If  it  be  asked  here  also,  why  these  great  political  maxims 
ai'e  referred  to  the  second  law  of  the  decalogue,  a  law  directly 
aimed  against  idolatry^  It  is  easy  to  answer,  that  this  crime, 
under  the  theocratic  constitution  of  Israel,  was  the  explicit  and 
bold  rejection  of  their  national  religion,  and  opened  the  door 
to  all  manner  of  licentiousness  and  impiety.  It  was  refusing 
to  have  God  to  reign  over  them.  It  was,  literally,  the  death 
of  the  republic. 

A—. 
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REVIEW. 

Sacramental  Addresses  and  Meditations^  intended  to  aid  devo¬ 
tion,  and  10  exhibit  the  consoling  and  purifying  in  fluence  of 
the  Cross  of  Christ.  By  the  Rev.  Henry  Belfrage,  Mi¬ 
nister  in  Falkirk.  First  American  from  the  second  Edinburgh 
edition.  New-York,  J.  Eastburn  Co.  12mo.  pp.  360. 

The  ceremonial  part  of  revealed  religion,  adapted  as  it  is 
to  our  animal  nature,  wbiht  it  affords  a  striking  instance  of 
divine  condescension,  at  the  same  time  offers  a  most  powerful 
temptation  to  our  carnal  minds  to  substitute  it  for  the  truth  as 
it  is  in  Jesus.  A  vast  majority  of  those  who  have  enjoyed  in 
past  times,  and  of  those  who  now  enjoy  the  light  of  revelation, 
have  been  zealots  for  religious  forms  and  rites,  whilst  negli¬ 
gent  of  the  weightier  matters  of  the  law,  judgment,  mercy, 
and  faith.  Forgetting,  however,  that  these  forms  and  rites 
are  of  no  avail  in  the  sight  of  God,  unless  the  heart  be  right 
with  him,  even  where  there  is  an  external  obedience  to  the 
laws  which  command  them,  these  persons  not  only  neglect  to 
cultivate  the  particular  frame  of  mind  required  by  God,  with¬ 
out  which  the  performance  of  these  forms  and  rites  is  solemn 
mockery  of  God,  but  with  that  hardihood  which  sin  alone  can 
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produce,  alter  the  spirituality  of  their  nature,  and  destroy  the 
simplicity  of  their  character,  so  far  as  they  have  the  oppor¬ 
tunity.  Of  the  truth  of  this  remark,  the  visible  Church,  under 
the  Jewish  and  Christian  dispensations,  affords  abundant  evi¬ 
dence.  As  our  lot  is  cast  in  providence  under  the  latter,  we 
shall  confine  ourselves  to  the  proofs  which  are  unfolded  in  the 
pages  of  its  history. 

Before  we  proceed  to  the  exhibition  of  these  proofs,  it  is 
necessary  to  explain  the  nature  of  the  ceremonial  part  of  the 
Christian  dispensation.  As  the  Church,  when  “  the  fulness 
of  the  time  was  come,”  had  passed  the  period  of  childhood, 
she  was  no  longer  ‘‘  in  bondage  under  the  elements  of  this 
world.”  Hence  the  burdensome  ritual  of  the  former  dispen¬ 
sation  was  abolished.  That  constant  appeal  to  the  senses 
which  pervaded  every  part  of  that  ritual,  was  suited  to  the 
infancy  of  the  Church;  but  inconsistent  with  her  more  mature 
age  after  the  birth  of  Christ.  Yet  still,  from  the  fact  that  her 
members  are  still  in  the  body,  and  that  body  is  a  natural  and 
not  a  spiritual  body,  it  has  been  deemed  necessary  by  the 
Redeemer  to  retain  a  few  ceremonies,  simple  in  their  form, 
and  significant  in  their  import,  which,  addressing  themselves 
to  our  senses,  add  to  the  efficacy  of  faith,  which  is  conversant 
about  spiritual  realities,  being  the  substance  of  things  hoped 
for,  and  the  evidence  of  things  not  seen.  Of  these  ceremo¬ 
nies  the  most  important  are  baptism  and  the  Lord’s  supper, 
appointed  in  the  place  of  circumcision  and  the  passover.  Both 
of  them  are  designed  to  confirm  and  promote  the  faith  and 
holiness  of  the  Church,  but  in  different  ways.  By  the  former, 
the  pouring  of  water  upon  the  subject,  teaches  the  washing 
away  of  sin  by  the  blood  of  Jesus  Christ :  by  the  latter,  the 
eating  of  bread  and  drinking  of  wine,  teach  the  nourishment 
and  growth  in  grace  which  the  broken  body  and  shed  blood 
of  the  Lord  Jesus  afford  to  all  believers.  The  former  ad¬ 
ministered  upon  the  ground  of  the  promise  given  to  Abraham, 

I  will  be  a  God  to  thee  and  thy  seed  after  thee,”  assures  the 
Church  of  the  increase  of  her  numbers  in  all  generations. 
The  latter,  administered  upon  the  ground  that  Christ  gave 
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himself  for  the  Church,  that  he  might  sanctify  and  cleanse  it 
with  the  washing  of  water  by  the  word,  that  he  might  present 
it  to  himself  a  glorious  Church,  not  having  spot  or  wrinkle,  or 
any  such  thing,  but  that  it  should  be  holy  and  without 
blemish,  assures  her  of  the  increase  of  her  own  graces,  so 
that  she  might  be  qualified  for  acceptance  on  the  last  day. 
Thus  simple  in.  their  form  and  significant  in  their  import, 
these  two  sacraments  very  soon  were  corrupted,  and  made  the 
engines  of  fearful  self-deception  to  multitudes  in  the  bosom 
of  the  visible  Church.  At  an  early  period  the  unscriptural 
tenet  that  baptism  is  regeneration,  and  the  Lord’s  supper  the 
TO  TfAf/oy,  the  perfection  or  consummation  of  a  Christian,  was 
introduced ;  and,  with  this  perversion  of  their  import,  was  con¬ 
nected  an  alteration  of  their  form.  Additions  were  made  to 
the  manner  in  which  both  were  to  be  administered,  to  accom¬ 
modate  them  more  to  the  taste  of  the  world,  which  lieth  in 
wickedness.  And,  finally,  as  without  regeneration  no  one  could 
be  saved,  laymen  and  midwives  were  authorized  to  baptize 
in  cases  of  urgent  necessity,  for  the  salvation  of  infants.  And 
to  make  the  perfection  of  the  Christian  more  certain  and  infal¬ 
lible,  the  bread  and  wine  were  transubstantiated  into  the  real 
body  and  blood  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  by  the  magical  power  of 
the  priest,  and  actually,  in  that  transubstantiated  form,  eaten 
for  the  remission  of  sins  by  the  healthy,  and  the  viaticum  or 
preparative  for  heaven  by  the  dying. 

Everlasting  thanks  to  the  good  providence  of  God,  when 
the  corruption  of  the  nature  and  design  of  the  sacraments  had 
reached  its  acme  of  folly,  absurdity,  and  irreligion,  Luther 
and  his  compeers  were  raised  up  to  break  the  spell  of  spiritual 
delusion,  and  burst  in  sunder  the  chains  of  spiritual  tyranny. 
The  reformers  themselves,  however,  found  great  difficulty  in 
shaking  off  the  prejudices  of  early  education  on  this  subject^, 
which  has  contributed  to  the  continuance  and  consequent 
effects  of  mistakes,  in  some  cases  fatal,  and  in  all  injurious  to 
practical  godliness.  The  doctrine,  that  by  baptism  we  are 
made  Christians,  and  by  the  Lord’s  supper  obtain  the  remis¬ 
sion  of  sins  committed  after  baptism,  which  is  maintained  \f 
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protestant  Churches,  clearly  illustrates  the  nature,  and  estab¬ 
lishes  the  truth  of  this  observation.  Hence  it  is,  that  persons 
without  religion  themselves,  or  any  pretensions  to  it — persons 
who  will  hot,  because  they  cannot,  from  their  own  indisposition, 
and  even  dislike,  attend  to  the  duties  of  family  religion,  and 
are  even  careless  with  deliberation  and  from  choice  to  the 
duties  of  public  worship  on  the  Lord’s  day,  claim  for  their 
children  the  administration  of  baptism,  whilst  they  themselves 
refuse  to  comply  with  Christ’s  command,  “  do  this  in  remem¬ 
brance  of  me  as  if  their  children  w^ere  entitled  to  higher 
privileges  in  the  Church,  than  themselves,  on  account  of  their 
own  irreligion  and  disobedience  to  the  command  of  the  Head 
of  the  Church.  How  can  they  who  refuse  to  honour  the  Re¬ 
deemer  in  one  sacrament,  honour  him  in  the  other  What 
pledge  has  the  Church  that  they,  who  in  their  own  persons  do 
not  walk  dn  all  the  ordinances  of  the  Lord  blameless, — that 
they  will  teach  their  ofl’spring  to  do  so  ? 

We  feel  more  deeply  on  this  subject,  because  we  are  per¬ 
suaded  that,  by  making  a  separation  between  the  two  sacra¬ 
ments  so  far  as  profession  and  obedience  are  concerned,  the 
prostitution  of  baptism  is  promoted  to  the  ruin  of  baptized 
children.  They  grow  up  under  the  impression  that  they  are 
Christians,  though  they  walk  in  their  lusts,  and  serve  the 
prince  of  the  power  of  the  air. 

We  wish  that  we  may  not  be  misunderstood  in  this  matter; 
and  therefore  we  state  mat  we  do  not  consider  an  actual  par¬ 
ticipation  of  the  Lord’s  supper  as  the  essential  qualification  of 
the  parent  or  parents  for  the  baptism  of  infants.  In  that  case, 
to  be  consistent,  we  must  require  the  same  qualification  in 
adults ;  for,  as  the  baptism  of  infants  and  adults  is  one  sacra¬ 
ment,  the  same  qualification  on  the  part  of  the  proper  person 
applying  is  requisite.  Whilst  we  thus  deny  that  an  actual 
participation  of  the  Lord’s  supper  constitutes  the  essential 
qualification  of  the  parent  or  parents  for  the  baptism  of  their 
children,  we  maintain  that  participation  of  both  sacraments 
requires  one  and  the  same  profession  of  faith ;  and  do  enter 
our  most  solemn  protest  against  the  unscriptural  practice  of 
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many,  calling  themselves  Christians,  claiming  for  their  off¬ 
spring  baptism  upon  other  terms  than  those  on  which  they  can 
be  admitted  to  the  Lord’s  supper.  With  most  fearful  emphasis, 
the  living  God,  who  is  righteous  and  holy,  asks  all  such,  “  Who 
hath  required  this  at  your  hand  The  primitive  Church,  in 
her  pure  days,  and  the  protestant  Churches,  in  their  Confessions 
of  Faith,  vYith  hardly  an  exception,  both  maintain  the  position, 
that  the  sacraments  belong  unto  the  Church,  and  that  the 
Church  is  composed  of  all  those  who  profess  the  true  religion 
and  obey  the  commandments  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  with  their 
children.  On  this  subject  we  shall  embrace  as  early  an  op¬ 
portunity  as  offers,  to  unfold  our  opinion,  and  the  grounds  on 
which  it  rests. 

But  it  is  time  that  we  turn  our  attention  specially  to  the 
work  which  has  caused  us  to  make  these  preliminary  remarks, 
explanatory  of  the  nature  of  the  sacraments.  It  is  a  manual 
intended  to  aid  Ministers  and  private  Christians  for  a  right 
participation  of  the  Lord’s  supper.  Such  a  manual  for  the 
same  purpose  in  relation  to  baptism,  either  of  adults  or  infants, 
is  exceedingly  desirable.  But  alas!  whilst  the  former  is  sub¬ 
stituted  by  a  large  proportion  of  the  members  of  the  visible 
Church,  as  the  real  teat  of  visible  membei’ship,  or  which  is 
the  same  thing,  of  visible  Christianity,  the  latter  is  considered 
to  be  a  mode  ‘‘  sui  generis'^'*  of  introducing  an  infant  into  that 
Church,  without  receiving  a  satisfactory  pledge  or  promise 
from  either  of  the  parents  that  he  or  she  will  train  up  that 
child  for  God,  teaching  it  the  truth,  and  setting  it  a  good  ex¬ 
ample.  We  say  without  a  satisfactory  pledge  or  promise;  for 
how  can  those  parents  who  refuse  to  acknowledge  the  author¬ 
ity  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  or  to  yield  obedience  to  all  his  com¬ 
mandments,  give  such  a  pledge  or  promise  ?  This  mode  to 
which  we  refer,  of  administering  infant  baptism,  does,  in  fact, 
make  of  one  sacrament  iw  o ;  for,  according  to  this  mode,  pa¬ 
rents  may  procure  the  baptism  of  their  children  upon  an  en¬ 
tirely  different  ground,  than  that  on  which  they,  if  they  were 
unbaptized,  could  obtain  their  own  baptism.  Their  children 
may  be  baptized,  though  they  acknowledge  the  fact  that  they 
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have  no  reason  to  believe  that  they  are  renewed  in  the  temper 
of  their  minds,  and  will  not  renounce  the  devil  with  all  his 
arts,  the  world  with  all  its  pomps  and  vanities,  and  their  own 
sinful  hearts. — And  yet  they  would  be  required  to  profess  the 
fact,  and  make  the  renunciation  in  their  own  case.  It  is  true 
that  some  Ministers  on  this  subject  are  consistent  in  baptizing 
adults  upon  the  same  confession  of  speculative  belief  in  the 
truth  of  revelation,  without  a  promise  of  obedience  to  Christ, 
which  they  consider  sufficient  on  the  part  of  the  parents. 
With  such  we  have  no  concern  for  the  present,  but  with  those 
who  do  actually,  they  themselves  being  judges,  make  infant  bap¬ 
tism  and  adult  baptism  separate  ordinances,  by  requiring  dif¬ 
ferent  qualifications.  Of  them  we  would  ask,  how  they  can  re¬ 
concile  their  practice  with  the  acknowledged  doctrine  of  the 
Reformed  Churches,  as  expressed  in  their  public  Confessions 
of  Faith?  By  what  authority  do  they  make  infant  baptism  a 
distinct  sacrament  from  adult  baptism  f  Why  do  they  require 
a  different  qualification  for  the  one  from  the  olher.^  We  never 
have  found  one  able  to  answer  these  questions.  With  these 
persons  custom  supercedes  arguments,  and  is  considered  para¬ 
mount  to  divine  auUiority. 

The  practice  to  which  we  refer  justifies  us  in  the  remark 
already  made,  that  a  manual  on  the  subject  of  baptism,  similai 
to  the  one  under  review*,  on  the  Lord’s  Supper,  is  desirable. 
Such  a  work,  exhibiting  the  nature  of  the  sacrament,  and  di¬ 
recting  the  devotional  exercises  of  the  adult,  offering  himself, 
or  the  parents  offering  their  children,  under  the  blessing  of 
God’s  Spirit,  would  prevent  the  elevation  of  the  one  sacra¬ 
ment  above  the  other.  Professing  Christians  would  be  as 
conscientious  in  preparing  themselves  for  the  one,  as  for  the 
other.  No  one  who  applied  for  the  administration  of  the  one, 
would  neglect  the  other :  for  all  would  be  persuaded  of  this 
great  truth,  “  that  the  actual  criterion  of  membership  in  the 
visible  Church,  is  such  a  profession  of  faith  in  Christ,  and  obe¬ 
dience  to  him,  as  entitles  a  person  to  both  the  sacraments, 
whilst  at  the  same  time,  it  subjects  him  for  neglecting  either.” 
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The  siinilarity  of  the  two  sacraments  as  belonging  to  the 
church,  established  for  her  spiritual  benefit,  according  to  the 
design  of  each,  is  our  reason  for  introducing  any  remarks  on 
the  one,  in  a  review  of  a  work  upon  the  other,  but  especially 
for  extending  our  remarks  to  so  great  a  length.  Believing,  as 
we  do,  that  so  to  lower  the  qualification  for  the  reception  of 
baptism  beneath  that  for  the  Lord’s  Supper^  is  injurious  to 
the  vital  interests  of  Christianity,  and  thus  calculated  to  pre¬ 
vent  a  right  compliance  with  Christ’s  command,  “  Do  this  in 
remembrance  of  me,” — we  have  felt  it  our  duty  to  warn  and 
admonish  our  readers,  with  plainness  and  fidelity,  as  those  who 
must  give  account  to  the  Judge  of  quick  and  dead. 

With  respect  to  the  work  under  consideration,  we  highly 
esteem  it,  and  most  cordially  recommend  it.  The  subjects 
of  the  addresses  are  sixtv,  viz. 


I.  God’s  providing  a  lamb  for  a  burnt- offering.  2.  The* 
divine  presence  and  protection  promised.  3.  The  Captain  of 
the  Lord’s  host  appearing  to  Joshua.  4.  David’s  lamentation 
over  the  death  of  Absalom.  5.  Job’s  faith  in  a  living  Re¬ 
deemer.  G.  Communion  with  God  solicited.  7.  The  seve¬ 
rity  of  Christ’s  sufferings.  8.  The  redemption  of  the  soul 
precious.  9.  Jehovah’s  thoughts  dear  to  his  people.  10. 
Communion  with  Jesus  obtained.  11.  Christ  our  righteous¬ 
ness.  12.  The  grand  remedy  for  man’s  apostacy.  13.  Jesus 
rejoicing  in  the  fruit  of  his  sufferings.  14.  The  sorrows  of 
(  hrlst  without  a  parallel.  15.  The  prisoners  delivered  from 
the  horrible  pit.  IG.  How  great  is  his  goodness!  17.  How 
great  is  his  beauty!  18.  Jesus  encouraging  the  trembling 
soul.  19.  The.  wedding  garment.  20.  The  inscription  on 
the  cross.  21.  The  vail  of  the  temple  rent  in  twain.  22.  The 
birth  of  Christ.  23  The  eagerness  of  .Jesus  to  suffer  for  man. 
24.  Our  immense  obligations  to  our  Lord.  25.  Jesus  pre¬ 
dicting  bis  sufferings.  26.  Fidelity  to  the  Saviour  re¬ 
warded.  27.  Christ’s  prayer  for  his  nuu’derers.  23.  The 
requests  of  the  malefac^tors  who  were  ciuciiied  with  our  l^oid. 


29.  The  darkness  on  the  death  of  Chiist.  30.  The  ascension 
V  OL.  r....No.  9.  2r> 


l::v’ ANGELICAL  Gl AIlDlAN 


405 

of  our  Lord.  31.  Christ’s  interview  with  Nathaniel.  32. 
Christ’s  admonition  to  those  whom  he  has  healed.  33.  Eating 
Christ’s  flesh,  and  drinking  Christ’s  blood.  34.  The  excel¬ 
lencies  of  Jesus  as  a  teacher.  35.  Faith  examined.  3G.  The 
Father’s  complacency  in  the  Saviour’s  work.  37.  Mary’s 
anointing  our  Lord.  38.  Christ’s  washing  the  feet  of  the 
disciples.  39.  Jesus  gratified  in  his  sufl*erings.  40.  God  glo¬ 
rified  in  the  Mediator’s  death.  41.  Christ’s  care  of  his  mother 
when  he  was  sufiering.  42.  The  thirst  of  Jesus  on  the  cross. 
43.  Our  Lord’s  dvins;  shout — “  It  is  finished.”  44.  The  vi«sit 
of  Peter  and  John  to  the  grave  of  Jesus.  45.  The  wonder- 
which  may  be  seen  in  Christ’s  hands  and  side.  46.  Christ’s 
third  question  to  Peter.  47.  Repentance  granted  to  the 
Gentiles.  48.  Grace  abounding  above  sin.  49.  Christ’s  in¬ 
tercession.  50.  Showing  the  Lord’s  death.  51.  The  won¬ 
ders  of  Christ’s  love.  52.  The  exaltation  of  Christ.  53.  The 
power  of  Christ’s  resurrection.  54.  Christ’s  dying,  that  we 
might  live  with  him.  55.  The  sympathy  of  our  High  Priest. 
56.  The  consolation  of  those  who  have  fled  to  Christ.  57. 
Coming  to  the  Mediator  of  the  new  covenant.  58.  The  value 
of  the  promises.  59.  The  overcomer’s  felicity.  60.  The 
triumph  of  the  redeemed. 

The  general  character  of  tliese  addresses  is,  inlcllieen: 
piety,  combined  with  devotional  exercises.  (Jhrist  and  hi- 
cross,  is  the  burden  of  each  and  all,  so  exhibited  as  to  com¬ 
mand  attention,  and  enforce  obedience.  The  reader  meets 
not  with  that  anomaly  in  ministerial  practice, — condemning 
communicants  at  the  table  as  impostors  or  deceivers;  but  tak¬ 
ing  it  for  granted,  in  the  judgment  of  charily,  that  they  who 
being  fair  in  faro  ecchsiw^  and  having  been  warned  honestly 
by  the  pastor  in  preparatory  services,  ^re  Christians  indeed, 
dispenses  to  them  comfort  and  instruction  according  to  GodV 
command,  Comfort  ye,  comfort  ye  my  people,  sailh  youi 
God;  speak  ye  comfoilably  to  Jerusalem,  and  cry  unto  her 
that  her  warfare  is  accomplished,  that  her  iniquity  is  pardon- 
^d :  for  she  hath  received  of  the  Lord’s  hand  double  for  al! 
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her  sins.”  When  they  are  called  to  inquiry,  it  is  in  the 
spirit  of  Christ — tender  and  affectionate,  so  that  no  bruised 
reed  may  be  broken, — no  smoking  flax  quenched.  We  find 
here  no  abstract  exhibitions  of  the  divine  nature  or  govern¬ 
ment  :  but  such  exhibitions  as  present  directly  to  our  view 
the  cross,  and  the  illustrations  which  that  cross  affords  of  the 
divine  nature  and  government.  No  cold-blooded,  chilling, 
metaphysical  divinity,  arrests  the  current  of  devotional  feel¬ 
ings,  because  it  is  not  found  in  these  pages  to  envelope  the 
understanding  in  the  clouds  of  its  own  formation. 

The  style  is  rather  too  high  wrought,  displaying  more  glit¬ 
ter,  and  the  appearance  of  study,  than  we  could  have  wished; 
but  the  excellence  of  the  matter  fully  compensates  for  these 
defects  of  style. 

We  have  extended  this  article  to  so  great  a  length,  that  we 
can  only  furnish  our  readers  with  one  address;  selected,  not 
because  it  is  better  than  the  others,  but  because  it  affords  a 
fair  specimen  of  Mr.  Belfrage’s  merits  as  an  author  and  divine. 
It  is  the  11th. 


Isaiah  xlv.  24. 

Surriy  shall  one  say,  In  the  Lord  have  I  righteousness.” 

“  •  Enter  not  into  judgment  with  thy  servant,  for  in  thy  sight 
shall  no  flesh  living  be  justified.’  Christians,  have  you  those  strong 
convictions  of  unworthiness  and  guilt,  which  these  words  display  ? 
Have  you  a  deep  persuasion,  like  the  humble  Psalmist,  that  if  God 
should  bring  you  into  judgment,  your  condemnation  would  be  certain 
and  dreadful  ?  Ah  1  what  would  my  torn  sacrifice,  my  filthy  rags, 
avail  to  screen  me  from  the  vengeance  of  a  holy  God  ?  What  is  the 
sinner's  due,  but  hell  ?  What  the  due  of  the  chief  of  sinners,  but 
the  lowest  hell  ?  But,  behold  I  bring  you  glad  tidings  of  great  joy* ; 

‘  Christ  is  the  end  of  the  law  for  righteousness,  to  every  one  that 
believeth.’  lie  gave  to  the  law  that  holiness  of  /lature,  that  obe¬ 
dience  to  its  precepts,  and  that  endurance  of  its  penalty  which  it 
required  from  man.  ‘  The  Lord  is  well  pleased  for  his  righteous¬ 
ness  sake,  he  hath  magnified  the  law,  and  made  it  honourable.' 
This  righteousness  is  revealed  in  the  Gospel,  and  received  by  faith— 
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received  witli  the  rapture  with  which  the  condemned  criminal  ac-'  \ 
cepts  a  pardon,  received  never  to  be  relinquished.  This  is  a  righ-  1 
teousness  which,  in  the  most  frightful  tempest  of  wrath,  shall,  like  a 
conductor  to  the  lightning,  ensure  your  safety  by  guiding  it  past  | 
you.  This  is  a  righteousness  with  which  its  happy  possessor  can  I 
go  to  the  foot  of  Sinai,  and  behold  unmoved  its  blackness  and  dark-  \ 
ness.  He  can  go  amidst  the  strife  of  tongues,  and  it  will  make  peace  | 
rule  in  his  heart.  Conliding  in  its  virtue,  he  can  think  of  the  hor-  ^ 
rors  of  death  with  calmness,  yea,  it  will  give  him  acceptance  with  { 
the  Judge  of  all  at  his  coming.  At  that  bar  it  will  secure  one  no  | 
regard,  that  he  was  clothed  in  purple  and  scarlet ;  and  subject  ano¬ 
ther  to  no  contempt,  that  poverty  covered  him  with  rags.  But  the 
man  who  submitted  to  the  righteousness  of  God,  shall  on  that  da\  ! 
be  clothed  with  w'hite  raiment,  and  however  obscure  his  condition 
on  earth  w  as,  his  name  shall  be  found  in  the  book  of  life,  and  Jesu^ 
will  confess  it  before  his  Father  and  before  his  angels. 

“  Have  you  this  righteousness  ?  Hearken  to  uie,  ye  stout¬ 
hearted,  that  are  far  from  righteousness,  behold,  1  bring  near  my 
righteousness.’  It  is  brought  w  ithin  the  reach  of  the  feeblest  hanii. 
Have  you  laid  hold  of  it?  Can  you  say,  ‘  Surely  in  the  Lord  have 
1  righteousness  ?’  1  have  no  hope  for  eternity,  but  tlie  hope  vvhiclj 

it  inspires.  I  am  not  come  to  thy  table  to  vaunt  of  my  own  merits : 
to  say,  ‘  God,  I  thank  thee  that  I  am  not  as  other  men  are  but  tu 
profess  my  entire  reliance  on,  my  infinite  obligations  to,  that  righ¬ 
teousness  which  is  the  testimony  of  jirophets,  and  the  glory  oi 
the  law,  the  theme  of  apostles,  and  the  triumph  of  martyrs  ;  the 
confidence  of  all  believers  on  earth,  and  the  song  of  all  the  redeemed 
in  heaven. 

“  \  e  perplexed  souls,  who  dare  not  use  the  language  of  assured 
faith,  is  it  your  most  earnest  wish.  Oh  that  this  righteousness  were 
mine !  It  I  might  but  touch  the  hem  of  that  garment,  it  w  ould 
lighten  my  heart !  Are  you  resolved  to  seek  first,  and  above  all 
other  things,  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  the  righteousness  of  it  ?  Had 
I  but  this,  I  could  say,  ‘  Welcome  poverty  with  its  rags,  welcome 
death  with  the  judgment  after  it.  Most  righteously  w  as  the  judg¬ 
ment  of  one  to  condemnation ;  but  the  free  gift  is  of  many  offences 
to  justification  of  life.  In  this  way  I  am  w  illing  to  take  it.’  If  such 
are  your  feelings,  it  is  yours. 


AND  REVIEW. 


405 


‘‘  \  e  returning  prodigals,  who,  in  penitence,  and  holy  shame, 
have  come  back  to  your  Father's  house,  who  are  saying,  ‘  Father, 

I  have  sinned  against  heaven,  and  in  thy  sight,  and  am  no  more 
worthy  to  be  called  thy  son  ;  put  me  among  thy  hired  servants.’ 

I  deserve  neither  the  attire,  nor  the  fare  of  a  son.  The  servant’s 
place,  his  garb,  and  his  office,  are  too  high  for  me.  Listen  to  what 
vour  indulgent  Father  is  saying.  Is  it.  Depart  from  my  presence  ? 

(  cannot  look  on  those  who  have  disgraced  my  name,  and  wasted 
my  bounties?  No;  ‘  Bring  forth  the  best  robe,  and  put  it  on 
him.’  lie  thinks  himself  unworthy  of  the  meanest  raiment  in  my 
wardrobe  ;  to  him  1  assign  the  best  robe.  He  will  bless  me  for  the 
crumbs  that  fall  from  my  table ;  but,  ‘  bring  hither  the  fatted  calf, 
and  kill  it,  and  let  us  eat,  and  be  merry.’  My  righteousness  is 
near  to  come,  and  my  salvation  to  be  revealed.  May  this  be  the 
hap[)y  moment  of  a  joyful  discovery  of  the  one  to  your  souls,  and  of 
a  copious  bestowal  of  the  blessings  of  the  other !  And  let  your 
whole  hearts  at  this  solemn  moment,  go  forth  to  Him,  ‘  who,  though 
he  knew'  no  sin,  was  made  sin  for  you,  that  you  might  be  made  the 
righteousness  of  God  in  him.’  ” 

After  the  Distribution, 

“  ‘  1  WILL  rejoice  in  the  Lord,  my  soul  shall  be  joyful  in  the  God 
of  my  salvation,  for  he  hath  clothed  me  with  the  robe  of  righteous¬ 
ness  :  he  hath  adorned  me  with  the  garments  of  salvation,  as  a 
hridegroom  decketh  himself  w  ith  ornaments,  and  as  a  bride  adorneth 
lierself  with  her  jewels.’  ‘  Being  now  justified  by  his  blood,  we 
!ihall  be  saved  from  wrath  through  him.’  Delightful  to  me  is  the 
'icutonce  of  justification  ;  but  I  feel  it  this  moment  peculiarly  so, 
when  my  Surety’s  lips  pronounced  it.  I  heard  him  say  to  his  Fa¬ 
ther  ‘  their  righteousness  is  of  me.’  He  w'as  not  offended  when 
I  called  him,  the  Lord  my' righteousness.  I  saw  his  complacency 
in  the  title  in  his  gracious  smile.  There  is  no  robe  to  me  like  his 
righteousness  ;  and  1  value  it  as  the  gift  of  my  best  triend.  He  said 
not  to  me,  ‘  Friend,  how  earnest  thou  in  hither,  not  having  on  the 
w'edding  garment  ?’  Had  I  heard  this  from  his  lips,  1  would  have 
•lied  with  the  horror  of  it  at  his  table  ;  but  he  said  to  me,  ‘  Behold,  I 
have  caused  thine  iniquity  to  pass  away  from  thee,  and  1  have 
'  lothed  thee  w  ith  change  of  raiment.’ 
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“  Guard  against  every  rising  of  a  self-rigliteous  spirit.  WheL 
you  have  felt  a  high  degree  of  ardour  in  duty,  when  yon  have  gained 
a  victory  over  some  violent  passion,  when  your  conduct  has  re¬ 
ceived  the  world's  applause,  let  not  your  hearts  be  lifted  up  within 
you,  neither  put  confidence  in  the  llesh.  Know  ye  not  that  pride 
goeth  before  destruction,  and  that  by  nothing  is  your  Lord  wounded 
more  deeply,  than  by  the  vain-glory  which  trusts  in  itself  as  righ¬ 
teous  ?  Be  clothed  with  humility  ;  and  on  all  your  services  let  this 
be  inscribed,  ‘Not  1,  but  the  grace  of  God  which  was  with  me.' 
Give  no  reason  to  others  to  suspect  that  your  expressions  of  self¬ 
abhorrence  are  insincere.  It  has  been  sometimes  said,  and  with  too 
much  reason,  that  the  strongest  language  of  self-al)asement  has  been 
used,  that  men  might  be  gratified  with  the  flattery  which  stated  its 
conviction  of  its  injustice.  How  despicable  is  such  conduct  to  men 
of  discernment  I  How  odious  in  the  sight  of  God ! 

“  Be  diligent,  and  zealous  in  good  works.  By  the  prudence  of  your 
discourse,  by  the  sobriety  of  your  wishes,  by  the  ardour  of  your 
obedience,  by  the  circumspection  of  v^our  conduct,  and  by  your 
constancy  in  goodness,  wisdom  will  be  justified  of  her  children. 
The  most  dangerous  enemies  to  the  doctrine  of  imputed  righteous¬ 
ness,  are  those  who  contend  zealousl}"  for  it,  but  are  immoral  in 
their  lives  ;  who  talk  of  Christ’s  magnifying  the  law,  yet  habitually 
violate  its  precepts  ;  who  listen  with  eagerness  when  justification  is 
illustrated,  but  turn  away  their  ears  from  the  voice  that  preachei 
the  holiness,  without  w  hich  no  man  shall  see  the  Lord ;  who  conti¬ 
nue  in  sin,  that  grace  may  abound.  Dost  thou  imagine,  O  vain  man, 
that  the  souiidness  of  thy  creed  wull  atone  for  the  wickedness  of  thy 
life  ?  or,  that  Jesus  will  be  indulgent  to  those  who  habitually  vio¬ 
late  that  law,  which  he  lived  and  died  to  fulfil  ? 

“  Increase  in  faith,  even  in  that  faith  by  whicb  the  just  shall  live 
Let  faith  contemplate  the  rigliloousnes?  of  Christ  with  increasing 
earnestness,  and  cling  to  it  w  ith  increasing  firmness. 

If,  Christians,  you  have  righteousness  in  the  Lord,  what  can  yon 
want  w  hich  he  will  not  bestow  ?  Can  the  righteousness  that  delivers 
you  from  hell,  leave  you  to  perish  in  your  affliction?  Can  the 
righteousness  which  entitles  you  to  heaven,  leave  you  without  a 
claim  to  any  outward  comfort  ?  Whom  he  justifies,  to  them  he  al=o 
gives  grace  and  glory ;  and  from  them  he  will  withhold  no  good 


thing.  He  who  halh  procured  your  acceptance  in  heaven,  will 
bring  forth,  from  the  darkest  clouds  of  suspicion  and  calumny,  your 
judgment  as  the  noon-day.  He  shall  stand  at  the  right  hand  of  the 
poor,  when  every  friend  is  gone,  to  save  him  from  the  man  that 
'vould  condemn  his  soul. 

“  Anticipate  the  scene  of  happiness  w  hich  John  describes,  and  of 
which  your  present  entertainment  is  a  pledge.  For  both,  there  is 
but  one  garment.  The  marriage-jsupper  of  the  Lamb  is  prepared, 
where  redeeming  love  shall  bestow  the  sweetest  of  its  blessings. 
To  it  you  shall  w  alk  with  Christ  in  white,  satisfied  w  ith  his  likeness, 
and  shining  in  his  glory.  There  you  shall  sit  down,  and  there  shall 
your  happiness  and  your  salvation  be  made  perfect.  He  hath  jus¬ 
tified  you  by  his  grace,  that  you  might  be  heirs  of  eternal  life. 
Mf  by  one  man’s  oft'ence,  death  reigned  by  one  ;  much  more  they 
which  receive  abundance  of  grace,  and  of  the  gift  of  righteousness, 
«ihall  reign  in  life  by  one,  Jesus  Christ.’ 

We  close  this  article  with  recommending  the  work  to  all 
who  love  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  sincerity  and  truth,  as 
suited  to  the  peculiar  design  of  the  Lord’s  Supper.  And  this 
recommendation  is  the  more  freely  offered,  because  w^e  dread 
the  benumbing  influence  of  a  different  course,  pursued  on  a 
communion  Sabbath,  from  that  which  characterizes  Mr.  Bel- 
frage’s  work.  For  any  minister,  in  dispensing  the  elements  of 
Christ’s  dying  love,  to  make  his  polemic  peculiarities  the 
liasis  of  his  address,  not  merely  chills  the  devotional  af¬ 
fections  of  other  polemic  theologians,  who  wished,  at  that 
table,  to  lose  sight  entirely  of  controversy,  and  to  feel  as 
redeemed  bretlircn,  but  spreads  the  darkness  of  the  empire  of 
death,  around  the  spiritual  vision  of  humble  and  feeble  fol¬ 
lowers  of  the  Redeemer,  in  his  regeneration.  May  the  Churches 
of  the  Reformation,  in  their  fellowship  with  the  Lord  Jesus  in 
his  death,  he  mercifully  exempted  from  the  anathemas  of  a 
ministerial  Frocl  stes.  May  the  accredited  members  of  these 
churches,  in  the  participation  of  the  memorials  of  their  Re¬ 
deemer’s  dying  lovp,  not  be  |}ara«;sed  by  the  thunders  of  Si- 
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nai,  or  dismayed  by  its  lightnings — but  consoled  by  the  melo¬ 
dies  of  Sion,  and  assured  by  the  light  of  the  glorious  Gospel 
of  Christ,”  which  shines  from  its  summit,  be  enabled  to  glory 
in  his  cross ! 


FOR  THE  EVANGELICAL  GUARDIAN  AND  REVIEW. 


ODE  FOR  THE  NEW-YEAR. 

-f  ROM  present  scenes,  on  fancy’s  wing, 
The  roving  mind  would  fly. 

While  raem’ry  strikes  her  varying  siring, 

And  guides  the  searching  eye. 

Wake,  rapture  !  all  thy  secret  flame. 

With  magic  impulse  fraught, 

Ecstatic  thrill  the  vital  frame, 

And  fire  the  rolling  thought ! 

From  airy  pleasure’s  soothing  powci 
And  hope’s  illusive  charms. 

In  pining  sorrow’s  secret  bower. 

And  terror’s  wild  alarms ; 

Who  will  not  pause,  to  shed  the  teai, 

As  seasons  roll  away. 

While  wisdom,  in  the  waning  year, 

Proclaims  her  moral  lay  ? 

When  laughing  Spring,  with  tripping  throng. 
Came  dancing  on  the  plain. 

While  Nature  woke  her  warbling  song, 

Man  tun’d  the  festive  strain. 
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For  peace,  while  verdure  crowned  the  hill?. 

Embrac’d  the  willing  world, 

And  discord,  with  her  train  of  ills, 

The  frowning  banner  furl’d. 

But  Summer  next,  with  gentler  gales. 
Matur’d  the  op’ning  year, 

When  flow’rets,  in  the  scented  dales, 

Their  modest  honours  rear. 

Then,  when  the  spreading  plains  were  gav, 
In  native  beauty  drest. 

Creation  own’d  her  matchless  sway, 

Her  sov’reign  charms  confest. 

Yet  hark  !  in  hollow  murmurs  round, 

The  wind  of  Autumn  sighs. 

When  fragrance  quits  the  changing  ground. 
And  fading  verdure  dies. 

Yet,  tho’  with  shadowy  storms  o’ercast. 
The  skies  in  terror  frown’d, 

The  bounteous  harvest  pour’d  at  last 
Forth  from  the  teeming  ground. 

So,  tliro’  each  season’s  circling  race, 
Celestial  aid  descends, 

Decks  the  broad  range  of  Nature’s  face. 
And  wide  enchantment  lends  ; 

Till  Winter,  thron’d  in  polar  snows, 
Extends  his  bleak  domain, 

O’er  earth  his  icy  mantle  throws, 

And  rules  the  subject  main. 

The  year  has  fled  !  but  bright  the  blaze 
That  gilds  its  latter  day  ; 

Immortal  seraphs  sound  its  praise. 

And  triumph  in  the  lay. 


Here  millions  raise  their  notes  on  high. 
To  bless  its  parting  hours  ; 
Religion’s  voice,  and  Freedom’s  cry, 
Unite  their  mingled  powers. 


The  friends  of  youth’s  delighted  hour, 
Can  shifting  scenes  restore  ? 

Has  erring  man  the  heav’nly  power 
To  bid  them  sleep  no  more  f 


Thus  mirth  and  sorrow,  join’d  below, 
Divide  our  changing  way  ; 

Hope’s  phantoms  dance  in  luring  show. 
To  lead  our  steps  astray. 


Each  new-born  vear  that  starts  to  view, 
Some  distant  bliss  we  hail ; 

And  think  the  fancied  pleasure  true, 
Till  time  reveals  the  tale. 


For  all  that  lives,  is  but  the  flower. 
That  lifts  its  trembling  form, 
Blooms  in  the  sun’s  refreshing  power. 
And  withers  in  the  storm. 
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Exultant  first,  in  youthful  days. 

Gay  visions  tempt  the  sight, 

When  peace  is  near,  and  pleasure’s  rays 
Shine  with  deceitful  light. 

But,  when  the  giddy  trance  has  past, 

A  dreary  waste  remains; 

And  man  perceives  the  world  at  last — 

A  wilderness  of  pains. 


But  mournful  mein’ry  shrouds  the  soul. 
In  veil  of  settled  gloom. 

As  fleeting  periods  onward  roll, 

And  point  us  to  the  tomb. 
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<^e{ecceti. 

ON  OVR  IA>RD'S  GENEALOGY. 


[Concluded  from  p.  377.] 

Some,  however,  have  attempted  otherwise  to  render  the 
words  of  Luke.  Including  a  certain  portion  of  them  in  a 
parenthesis,  they  suppose  them  to  stand  thus,  “  ^9 
uiot;  rov  rov  the  sensc  of  which  they  would  thus 

express  in  English,  “  who  (while  accounted  the  son  of  Joseph) 
was  in  reality  the  son  of  Eli Jesus  being  thus  called  the  son 
of  his  maternal  grandfather.  Such  a  translation  of  the  pas¬ 
sage  seems  scarcely  admissible ;  and  it  is  doubted  whether  it 
might  not  be  considered  as  an  egregious  violation  of  the  laws 
of  grammar.  as  here  connected  with  «yv,  is  not  op¬ 

posed  to  it,  but  obviously  intended  to  qualify  its  meaning,  and 
to  show  that  the  author  was  aware  of  the  objection  which 
might  be  made  to  the  expression  he  uses.  But  had  Luke 
wished  to  express  a  sense  at  all  corresponding  to  that  given 
above,  it  is  conceived  his  words  would  have  run  in  some  such 
form  as  this,  “  £V  reu  uvlov  rov  uiot;  rov 

Nor  was  it  a  thing  unprecedented  for  children  to  trace  their 
pedigree  in  the  female  line,  nor  even  for  the  father  of  those 
'hildrcn  to  take  to  himself  the  name  of  his  wife’s  father.  Only, 
MS  has  been  said,  the  name  of  a  female  is  never  inserted  in  a 
table  of  genealogy,  as  forming  a  distinct  link  in  the  order  of 
descent.  According  to  1  Chron.  ii.  21,  &c.  Jair  is  mentioned 
as  the  descendant  of  Hezron,  one  of  the  predecessors  of  King 
David  :  but  because,  by  the  mother’s  side,  he  was  descended 
from  the  family  of  Manasseh,  he  is  by  Moses  himself  styled  a 
son  of  that  patriarch.  (Numb,  xxxii.  39.)  The  case  of  Koz, 
who  was  esteemed  of  the  priestly  order,  is  still  more  in  point. 
Not  only  did  his  descendants  trace  their  descent  to  Barzillai 
the  Gileadite,  but  Koz  himself  assumed  the  name  of  that  per- 
on,  \vho«ic  fortune  he  inherited.  Ezra  thus  speaks  of  them. 
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‘‘  And  of  the  children  of  the  priests;  the  children  of  Habaiali, 
the  children  of  Koz,  the  children  of  Barzillai,  which  look  a 
wife  of  the  daughters  of  Barzillai  the  Gileadite,  and  was  called 
after  their  name.”  (Ezra  ii.  61.)  The  necessary  meaning  of 
the  passage  is,  that  both  Koz  and  his  posterity  were  called  by 
the  name  of  Barzillai ;  and  tracing  their  genealogy  to  him, 
they  had  not  been  careful,  at  the  same  time,  to  preserve  a  re¬ 
gister  of  their  descent  from  Aaron.  The  consequence  was, 
while  still  recognized  as  the  children  of  Barzillai,  they  came 
to  be  excluded  from  the  priesthood ;  at  least,  their  title  to  it 
was  suspended. 

It  has  been  said,  that  instances  of  this  kind  never  took  place, 
but  where  the  wife  was  an  heiress;  and  that  we  have  no  proof 
that  this  character  belonged  to  the  wife  of  Joseph.  This  ob¬ 
jection,  as  here  applied,  seems  to  be  of  the  most  futile  nature. 
It  is  quite  unnecessary  to  inquire,  whether  IMary  derived  from 
her  father  any  other  fortune,  but  that  of  being  a  daughter  of 
David.  It  is  evident  that  she  possessed  a  goodly  heritage ; 
and  that,  as  a  mother,  she  was  blessed  above  women.  To  her 
the  Messiah,  to  whom  the  expectation  of  the  nation  had  so 
long  been  directed,  was  more  nearly  related  by  blood,  than  he 
was  to  any  other  person.  And  it  was  from  his  connexion  with 
her,  that  Joseph  derived  those  paternal  rights  exercised  by 
him  in  relation  to  Jesus,  and  which  a  man  of  his  character 
must  have  esteemed  far  superior  to  any  landed  possession. 

Thus  has  it  been  attempted  to  prove,  that  the  apparent  dis¬ 
crepancy  which  subsists  betwixt  the  Evangelists  Matthew  and 
Luke,  may  be  accounted  for  on  principles  which  are  recog¬ 
nized  in  the  Jewish  writings ;  and  that,  in  some  respects,  it 
necessarily  arose  out  of  the  very  nature  of  their  subject.  Re¬ 
viewed  in  this  light,  their  very  disagreement  becomes  a  proof 
of  the  general  credibility  of  their  history.  It  shows  that  they 
had  no  preconcerted  plan  to  impose  on  mankind ;  but  that 
each  of  them,  without  suspicion  of  error,  honestly  committed 
to  writing  what  was  consistent  with  truth,  and  with  that  view 
which  he  himself  bad  taken  of  his  subject.  It  is  remarkable, 
that  the  accuracy  of  those  tables  of  genealogy  was  not  ques- 
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lioned  in  the  age  in  which  they  were  written.  The  Jews  did 
not  blame  Matthew  for  tracing  the  genealogy  of  Jesus  in  Jo¬ 
seph,  of  whom,  by  his  own  account,  he  was  not  begotten. 
Though  in  their  writings  they  attempt  to  vilify  the  charac¬ 
ter  of  Mary,  yet  they  admit  her  to  have  been  the  daughter  of 
Eli ;  and  Luke  shows  that  Eli  was  descended  from  David. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  A  BIBLE  OF  1579 


An  obliging  friend  has  furnished  us  with  the  remains  of  a  Bible 
printed  in  1579.  The  volume  has  suffered  much  from  abuse  or 
accident,  the  whole  to  2  Sam.  chap.  xiv.  and  from  Acts,  chap. 
xiVi  being  wanting. 

The  title  page  to  the  New  Testament  part,  is  as  follows  : 

“  The  Newe  Testament  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  conferred 
diligently  with  the  Greeke,  and  best  approued  translations  in 
diners  languages.  Imprinted  at  London  by  Christopher  Bar¬ 
ker,  printer  to  the  Queenes  Maieslie,  1579.  Cum  gratia  4' 
prixiilegioy 

Immediately  after  the  above  title  page,  there  are  found  two  com^ 
[)0sures,  one  of  whicli  we  now  present  to  our  readers,  and  the 
other  may  be  expected  in  our  next  number. 

Certaine  questions  4"  answers  touching  the  doctrine  of  predestina¬ 
tion,  the  vse  of  Gods  worde  and  Sacraments, 

(Question,  Why  do  men  so  much  varie  in  matters  of  re¬ 
ligion  ? 

Jlnswere,  Because  al  haue  not  the  like  measure  of  know¬ 
ledge,  neither  do  all  beleeue  the  gospell  of  Christ. 

(Question.  What  is  the  reason  thereof.^ 

Jlnswere,  Because  they  only  beleeue  the  gospell  and  doc¬ 
trine  of  Christ,  which  are  ordained  viito  eternall  lyfe. 
(Question,  Are  not  all  ordayned  vnto  eternall  lyfe  ? 
jlnswere.  Some  are  vessels  of  wrath  ordayned  vnto  destruc¬ 
tion,  as  others  are  vessels  of  mercie  prepared  to  glory. 
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(lueslion.  How  standetli  it  with  gods  Justice,  that  some  are 
appointed  vnto  damnation  f 

.  Answere,  Verie  well :  because  all  men  haue  in  them  selues 
sinne,  which  deserueth  no  lesse  :  and  therefore  the  mercie  of 
God  is  wonderful  in  that  he  vouchsafeth  to  saue  some  of  that 
sinfull  race,  to  bring  them  to  the  knowledge  of  the  trueth. 

Question.  Yf  Gods  ordinance  and  determination  must  of 
necessitie  take  effect,  then  what  neede  any  man  to  care  ?  for 
he  that  liueth  well  must  needes  be  damned,  if  he  be  thereunto 
ordayned  :  and  he  that  lyueth  ill  must  needes  be  saued,  if  he 
be  thereunto  appoynted. 

Ansivere.  Not  so.  for  it  is  not  possible,  that  either  the  elect 
should  alwaies  be  without  care  to  do  well,  or  that  the  repro¬ 
bate  should  haue  any  wyll  thereunto.  For  to  haue  either 
good  will  or  good  worke,  is  a  testimonie  of  the  Spirit  of  God, 
which  is  giuen  to  the  elect  onely,  whereby  faith  is  so  wrought  in 
them,  that,  beyng  grafte  in  Christ,  they  growe  in  holynes  to 
that  glorie,  whereunto  they  are  appointed.  Neither  are  they 
so  vaine  as  once  to  thinke  that  they  may  do  as  they  lyst  them- 
selues,  because  they  are  predestinate  vnto  saluation :  But 
rather  they  indeuour  to  walke  in  such  good  works  as  God  in 
Christ  Jesus  hath  ordained  them  vnto,  prepared  for  them  to 
be  occupied  in,  to  their  owne  comfort,  stay  assurance,  &:  to 
his  glorie. 

Question.  But  how  shall  I  knowe  my  selfe  to  be  one  of 
those  whome  God  hath  ordained  to  lyfe  eternall  ? 

Answere.  By  the  motions  of  spiritual  life,  which  belongelli 
onely  to  the  children  of  God  :  by  the  which  that  lyfe  is  per- 
ceyued,  euen  as  the  life  of  this  body  is  discerned  by  the  sense 
and  motions  thereof. 

Question.  What  meane  you  by  the  motions  of  spiritual! 
life 

Answere.  I  meane  remorse  of  conscience,  ioyned  with  the 
lothing  of  sinne  loue  of  righteousnes,  the  hand  of  faith 
reaching  vnto  life  eternal  in  Christ,  the  conscience  comforted 
in  distresse,  and  raysed  vp  to  confidence  in  God  by  the  work 
of  his  Spirit :  a  thankfiill  remembranco  of  Gods  benefites  re- 
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ceyued,  &l  the  vsing  of  al  aduersities  as  occasion  of  amendment 
sent  from  god. 

Question.  Can  not  such  perish  as  at  some  tyme  or  other 
feele  these  motions  within  them  selues.^  . 

Ansxvere.  It  is  not  possible  that  they  should :  for  as  Gods 
purpose  is  not  chaungeable,  so  he  repenteth  not  the  giftes  and 
graces  of  his  adoption  :  neither  doth  hee  cast  of  those,  whon>e 
he  hath  once  receyueel. 

Question.  Why  then  should  we  pray  by  the  example  of 
Dauid,  that  he  cast  vs  not  from  his  face,  &l  that  he  take  not 
his  holy  Spirit  from  vs  ? 

Answere.  In  so  praying  we  make  protestation  of  the  weak- 
nes  of  flesh,  which  moueth  vs  to  dout :  yet  should  not  we 
haue  courage  to  aske,  if  we  were  not  assured  that  God  wil 
gyue,  according  to  his  purpose  and  promise,  that  which  we 
require. 

Question.  Do  the  children  of  God  feele  the  motions  afore- 
sayd  alwayes  alike  ? 

Ansxvere.  No  truly  :  for  God  sometyme  to  proue  his  someth 
to  leaue  them  in  such  sort,  that  the  flesh  ouermatcheth  the 
spirit,  whereof  ariseth  trouble  of  conscience  for  the  time  :  vet 
the  spirite  of  adoption  is  neuer  taken  from  them,  that  haue 
once  receyued  it:  else  might  they  perish.  But  as  in  many 
diseases  of  the  bodie,  the  powers  of  bodilye  lyfe  are  letted  :  So 
in  some  assaultes  these  motions  of  spiritual  life  are  not  per- 
ceyued,  because  they  lye  hidden  in  our  manifold  infirmities, 
as  the  fire  couered  with  ashes.  Yet  as  after  sicknes  commeth 
health,  and  after  clouiles  the  sunne  shineth  eleare  :  so  the 
powers  of  spirituall  lyfe  will  more  or  lesse  be  felt  and  per- 
ceyued  in  the  children  of  God. 

Question.  What  if  I  neuer  feele  these  morions  in  my  selfe. 
shall  I  despaire  and  thinke  my  selfe  a  castaway.^ 

Answere.  God  forbyd  :  for  God  calleth  his  at  what  tyme  he 
seeth  good  :  and  the  instruments  whereby  he  vsually  calleth. 
haue  not  the  like  effect  at  all  tymes.  yet  it  is  not  good  to  ne¬ 
glect  the  meanes  whereby  God  hath  determined  to  worke  the 
valuation  of  bis.  For  as  waxe  is  not  melted  without  hoate,  nor 
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clay  hardened  but  by  meanes  tberof:  so  God  vseth  means 
both  to  drawe  those  vnto  him  selfe,  whom  he  hath  appointed 
vnto  saluation,  and  also  to  bewray  the  wickednes  of  them 
whom  he  iustly  condemneth. 

(Question.  By  what  meanes  vseth  God  to  drawe  men  to 
him  selfe  that  they  may  be  saued  ? 

Jinsivere.  By  the  preaching  of  his  word  and  the  ministring 
of  his  Sacraments  thereunto  annexed. 

Question.  What  meane  you  by  the  word  of  God? 

Answere.  I  meane  the  doctrine  of  the  Prophets  and  Apos¬ 
tles  which  they  receyued  of  the  Spirite  of  God,  and  haue  left 
written  in  that  booke  which  we  commonly  call  the  olde  and 
newe  testament. 

Question.  How  may  I  be  assured,  that  it  is  the  word  of 
God,  which  that  booke  conteineth  ? 

ilnswere.  By  the  inaiestie  of  God  appearing  in  that  playne 
and  simple  doctrine  :  by  the  purenes,  vprightnes  and  holines 
thereof:  by  tlie  certaintie  of  euery  thing  therin  affirmed:  by 
the  successe  of  all  things  according  to  it :  by  perpetuall  con¬ 
sent  which  is  to  be  seene  in  euery  parte  thereof:  by  the  ex- 
cellencie  of  the  matters  vttered  :  ]3ut  especially  by  the  testi- 
monie  of  Gods  spirit,  whereby  it  was  written,  who  moueth  the 
hearles  of  those  in  whome  it  resteth,  to  consent  vnto  the  word, 
and  reuerently  to  embrace  it. 

Question.  How  doth  this  word  of  God  seme  to  draw  men 
vnto  him  : 

Answere.  When  it  is  so  preached  and  heard,  that  men  may 
vnderstand  and  learne  what  God  teacheth :  accept  receyue 
thankfully  that  which  is  thereby  gyuen,  promised  and  assured : 
and  be  moued  with  desire  and  diligence  to  do  that  which  it 
commaundeth. 

Question.  Do  the  Sacraments  also  serue  to  this  end  ? 

Answere.  Yea  verely  :  that  by  sight,  taste  and  feelyng,  as 
well  as  by  hearing,  we  might  be  instructed,  assured,  and 
brought  to  obedience. 

Question.  How  doth  our  haptisme  seme  hereunto  ? 
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Answere.  It  teaclieth  vs  to  put  on  Christ,  that  with  his 
righteousnes  our  sinfulnes  may  be  hidden  :  it  assureth  vs,  that 
we  are  so  graft  into  Christ,  that  all  our  sinnes  by  him  are 
washed  awaye  :  it  chargeth  vs  to  dye  to  sinne,  to  continue  in 
the  profession  of  Christ,  and  to  loue  eche  other. 

Question.  Hath  the  Lords  supper  also  this  vse  f 

Answers.  Yea  doubtles  :  for  it  teacheth,  that  the  bodie  and 
blood  of  Christ  crucified  is  the  only  foode  of  the  newe  borne 
children  of  God  :  it  assureth  that  Christ  is  wholy  theirs  to  giue 
and  to  continue  lyfe  spiritual!  and  heauenly  to  bodye  and  sonle, 
to  nourishe,  strengthen,  refrcslie,  and  to  make  cheerefull  the 
heartes  of  the  elect :  it  requireth  thankfull  remembrance  of 
the  death  of  Christ,  vnitie  among  those  that  do  professe  him, 
with  a  free  confession  of  his  truelh. 

Question.  Why  is  not  this  vse  of  the  sacraments  commonly 
knovven  ? 

Answers.  Because  they  are  abused  for  forme,  for  faction, 
for  custome  and  companie,  without  regard  vnto  the  word, 
whereunto  they  are  so  annexed,  that  they  ought  not  vpon 
any  necessilie  by  any  person  be  seuered  from  it,  which  teach¬ 
eth  the  right  vse  of  euery  thing. 

Question.  I  perceiue  that  nothing  is  more  necessarie  then 
the  word  of  God  :  therefore  I  pray  you  shew  me  how  I  may 
atteine  to  some  knoweledge  and  profite  thereby  ? 

Answers.  By  diligent  hearing  of  such  as  preach  it,  by  con- 
linuall  and  orderly  exercise  of  reading  and  praying. 

Question.  What  orderly  exercise  thinke  you  most  conue- 
nient  to  be  vsed  herein  ? 

Answers.  That  as  euery  day,  twyse  at  the  least,  wee  most 
Commonly  rcceyue  foode  to  the  nourishment  of  this  corporall 
life,  so  no  daye  be  let  passe  without  some  reading  in  such  sort, 
that  occasion  thereby  may  be  taken  to  speake  againe  vnto  God 
by  praier,  as  he  in  his  w^orde  speaketh  vnto  vs  :  So  that  at  the 
least  two  chapters  would  be  orderly  and  aduisedly  read  eueri^ 
daie,  all  other  busines,  impediments  and  lets  set  apartc. 

Question.  This  seemeth  verie  easic  to  be  done,  what  thinke 
you  els  requisite  ? 

VoL.  I... .No.  9. 
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Answere.  That  some  especiall  places  of  Scripture  be  so 
committed  to  memorie,  that  the  minde  may  euer  be  four- 
nislied  with  some  good  matter  against  all  temptations.  To 
which  end  1  note  these  scriptures  vnto  you,  whereunto  you 
may  ioyne  other  at  your  owne  choyse : 

Psalmes  139.  37.  50.  Esay.  53.  John  17.  Rom.  8.  1  Tim.  4. 

(Question,  But  the  Scriptures  are  bard  and  not  easie  to  vn- 
derstand 

Ansicere,  Discourage  not  your  selfe  herewith  :  for  God 
maketh  them  easie  to  such  as  in  humilitie  seeke  him :  &  that 
hardnes  that  you  finde  serueth  to  mooue  you  to  the  more  dili¬ 
gence,  and  to  make  inquirie  of  such  as  haue  knowledge,  when 
an>  dout  ariseth.  That  which  you  perceiue  not  at  one  time, 
God  shall  reueale  at  another:  So  that  you  shall  haue  your 
growing  in  grace,  knowledge  and  godlines,  to  Gods  glorie 
your  owne  comfort  in  Christ,  whose  name  for  euer  be  praysed, 
AMEN. 


coysiDERATioys  oy  the  life  Ayn  death  or  a  eel. 

AT  the  head  of  the  noble  armv  of  martyrs  stands  the  right- 
ecus  Abel,  the  second  son  of  fallen  Adam.  So  early  was  that 
harsh  but  salutary  lesson  inculcated,  that  ive  must  through  much 
tribulation  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  6ror/.*  His  name,  implying 
something  corruptible  and  tramirnt^  seems  to  have  bee  n  pre¬ 
dictive  of  his  fate;  and  it  intimates  to  us  what  was  afterward 
expressed  in  terms  at  large,  by  another  of  the  afflicted  servants 
of  God — Man  that  is  born  of  a  woman  hath  but  a  short  time  to 
live,  and  is  Jull  of  misery  :  he  cometh  up,  and  is  cut  down  like  a 
flower  ;  htfleeth  as  it  were  a  shadow,  and  never  continueth  in  ont 
stay.j  Like  a  flower  of  the  field,  young  Abel  sprang  up,  and 
flourished. 

Fair  was  his  appearance,  and  sweet  the  odour  of  his  virtues. 
But  a  brother’s  envy,  like  a  blighting  wind,  went  over  him, 
and  smote  him  to  the  earth.  The  days  of  his  pilgrimage  were 


♦  Acts  xiv.  22. 


t  Job  xiv.  1. 
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quickly  ended,  and  he  hasted  away  to  an  abiding  city.  Disin¬ 
herited  of  the  earthly  paradise,  from  a  wilderness  grown  over 
with  thorns,  he  departed  to  the  unfading  gardens  of  everlasting 
delights.  And  so  the  holy  Jesus,  that  King  of  saints,  and 
Prince  of  martyrs,  made  but  a  short  stay  amongst  us,  in  the 
days  of  his  flesh.  The  envy  of  his  brethren  pursued  him  even 
to  death ;  and  the  fairest  flower  that  ever  bloomed  on  earth, 
overcharged  with  rain,  and  borne  down  by  the  stormy  tempest, 
bowed  its  head,  and  died.  Set  not  your  hearts  then,  O  ye 
children  of  Adam,  upon  a  long  life ;  nor  esteem  it  as  neces¬ 
sarily  a  blessing.  Had  it’indeed  been  so,  Cain  had  never  sur¬ 
vived  his  righteous  brother,  nor  had  the  King  of  righteous¬ 
ness  died  under  forty. 

The  employment  of  Abel  was  that  of  keeping  sheep.  An 
employment,  wc  see,  nearly  as  ancient  as  the  world  itself,  nor 
esteemed  beneath  those  who  were  the  first  favourites  of  hea¬ 
ven,  and  who  are  now  exalted  to  the  highest  thrones  in  the 
kingdom  of  glory.  And,  indeed,  where  shall  we  find  useful¬ 
ness,  innocence,  and  pleasure,  so  met  together  in  any  employ¬ 
ment,  as  they  are  in  this.^  “  My  life  (said  Constantine  the 
Great,  when  at  the  height  of  human  felicity,)  is  something 
more  honourable  than  that  of  a  shepherd,  but  much  more 
troublesome.”  No  one  subject  hath  so  frequently  engaged  the 
pens  of  poets,  as  the  felicities  of  the  pastoral  life  ;  nay,  when 
they  would  describe  the  golden  age,  and  picture  to  our  imagin¬ 
ations  a  heaven  upon  earth,  they  have  found  no  method  of 
doing  it  to  greater  advantage,  than  by  representing  shepherds, 
in  times  of  peace,  plenty,  and  prosperity,  feeding  their  flocks 
in  verdant  pastures,  and  leading  them  to  living  fountains  of 
waters.  But  chiefly  wc  are  to  note  the  use  which  the  wisdom 
of  God  hath  made  of  this  employment  in  the  Holy  Scriptures, 
by  transferring  the  pleasing  images,  which  it  affords,  to  the 
highest  and  most  important  truths  of  religion  ;  while  it  teaches 
us  how  to  make  them  the  means  of  turning  our  eyes  to  the  mer¬ 
cies  and  loving-kindnesses  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the  great 
and  good  Shepherd  of  the  sheep,  who  nourisheth  the  souls  of 
the  righteous  in  the  pastures  of  eternal  truth,  and  leadeth  them 
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lo  living  fountains  of  divine  consolation.  Let  no  man,  then, 
despise  another,  for  the  supposed  meanness  of  his  occupation. 
The  shepherd,  who  discharges  his  trust  conscientiously,  may 
comfort  himself  with  this  reflection,  that  he  has  the  righteous 
Abel  for  an  example  ;  as  also,  that  to  shepherds,  keeping 
watch  over  their  flocks  by  night,  came  the  first  tidings  of  the 
birth  of  a  Saviour.  And  being  taught  by  the  Scriptures  how 
to  raise  his  thoughts  from  things  visible  to  things  invisible,  he 
may  thus  make  his  business  a  constant  fund  of  instruction  and 
comfort ;  and  so,  after  having  lived  the  life,  he  may  pass  to 
the  glory  of  Abel. 

In  process  o  f  time,  or  at  the  end  of  days,  i.  e.  at  tlic  lime  ap¬ 
pointed  of  God,  jlljtl  hrovght  of  the  firstlings  of  hisfiock,  and. 
of  the  fat  thereof  an  oflering  to  the  Lord ;  thereby  instructing 
us^  as  the  law  afterward  did  the  children  of  Israel,  that  we 
ought  never  to  appear  before  the. Lord  empty,  or  to  ofler  him 
of  that  which  costs  us  nothing.  The  prime  of  our  years,  the 
flower  of  our  strength,  the  best  of  our  substance,  the  first-fruits 
of  our  increase,  should  be  dedicated  and  devoted  lo  him,  who 
makes  us  all  we  are,  and  gives  us  all  we  have.  So  shall  the 
hewediclions  of  heaven  descend  upon  all  things  around  us,  and 
upon  ourselves  in  the  use  of  them  ;  while,  by  thus  presenting 
our  souls  and  bodies  to  God,  we  not  only  imitate  Abel,  bui 
become  followers  of  Christ,  who,  by  the  obedience  of  his  life, 
and  by  the  sacrifice  of  his  death,  oflered  up  himself,  the  first¬ 
born  of  every  creature,  the  perfection  of  beauty,  and  the  ck- 
cellency  of  power. 

This  offering  of  Abel  was  made  in  faith.  By  Faith,  say* 
the  author  of  the  epistle  lo  the  Hebrews,  Abel  offered  a  more 
acceptable  sacrifice  than  Cain.^  The  just  live  by  faith,  j  They 
conduct  their  lives,  and  regulate  their  actions,  by  the  revealed 
principles  of  pardon,  acceptance,  and  glory,  promised,  through 
the  merits  of  a  Redeemer,  upon  the  terms  of  repentance,  faith, 
and  obedience.  L^pon  the  strength  of  these,  they  live  and  act 
in  opposition  lo  the  world,  the  flesh,  and  the  devil;  lookin; 
not  at  the  things  which  are  seen  by  the  bodily  eye,  but  at  the 
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tilings  which  are  not  so  seen  ;  of  the  existence  and  reality  of 
which  their  faith  in  the  revelations  of  God  affords  them  a  full 
and  sufficient  evidence.  And  thus  it  is  that  they,  fighting  the 
good  fight  of  faith,  and  overcoming  the  world,  believe  to  the 
saving  of  the  soul/^  The  sacrifice  offered  by  Abel,  as  an  ex¬ 
pression  of  his  faith,  shows  his  faith  to  have  been  in  the  great 
sacrifice  since  offered  up  for  the  transgressions  of  all  mankind. 
In  the  innocent  victim,  bleeding  on  the  altar,  he  beheld  with 
the  eye  of  faith,  what  was  afterward  exhibited  to  that  of  sense, 
the  Lamb  of  God,  which  taketh  away  the  sins  of  the  tvorld.j  And, 
in  this  particular,  the  righteous  Abel  is  a  constant  and  useful 
monitor  to  every  Christian,  who  comes  into  the  presence  of 
Ills  heavenly  Father,  to  come  with  the  commemoration,  as 
he  did  wdth  the  prefiguration,  of  the  body  and  blood  of  Christ 
his  Saviour.  And  let  the  one  stir  up  at  least  as  lively  a  faith 
in  those  who  live  since  the  manifestation  of  the  IMessiah  in  the 
flesh,  as  the  other  did  in  those  wdio  lived  before  it. 

IJy  this  sacrifice,  thus  offered  in  faith,  Jibcl  obtained  witness 
that  he  was  righteous,  God  testifying  of  his  gifts-X  Now,  it  being 
a  rule  in  the  divine  law^,  that  the  blood  of  slain  beasts  cannot 
lake  aw’ay  sins  ;  and  yet  Abel  obtaining  a  testimony  of  his  jus¬ 
tification  by  shedding  such  blood,  which  was  in  him  an  act  of 
faith,  and  therefore  acceptable  in  the  sight  of  God;  from 
these  premises  w^e  can  draw  but  one  conclusion,  viz.  that  being 
justifed  by  faith,  he  had  peace  with  God  through  Jesus  Christ 
our  Lord.^  It  is  hardly  to  be  doubted,  but  that  the  sign  or 
token  of  Abel’s  acceptance  was  the  same  vouchsafed  uporv 
most  occasions  afterw'ard,||  viz.  the  consumption  of  the  offe'r- 
ing,  by  fire  descending  from  heaven.  Hereby  it  was  declared, 
that  the  innocent  was  taken  for  the  guilty,  and  the  sacrifice 
sustained  the  vengeance  that  must  otherwise  have  been  in¬ 
flicted  upon  the  sinner.  And  hence  it  is  easy  to  account  for 
the  behaviour  of  the  Israelites  at  the  dedication  of  the  temple, 
who,  ivhen  they  saio  how  the  fire  came  down  from  heaven,  and 

*  Hcb.  x.ult.  t  Joha  i.  29.  J  Ileb.  xi.  4.  §  Rom.  v,  1.  ||  See  Jortin’s 
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consumed  the  burnt-offerings  and  sacrifices — praised  the  Lord^ 
saying,  For  he  is  good,  for  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever,^  How 
there  should  be  a  display  of  eternal  mercy  in  such  a  scene  of 
blood,  and  fire,  and  vapour  of  smoke,  does  not  immediately  ap¬ 
pear,  till  we  reflect,  that  by  the  oflering  being  burnt,  the  offerer 
escaped;  when  the  surety  suffered,  the  prisoner  went  free. 
And  with  this  view  our  blessed  Lord  seems  to  have  addressed 
himself,  in  favour  of  all  his  disciples,  as  well  as  those  then  pre¬ 
sent,  to  the  band  that  came  to  apprehend  him — If  ye  seek  JIE, 
let  THESE  go  their  way,\  He  was  to  suffer,  that  we  might  not 
suffer ;  he  was  to  die,  that  we  might  live  for  ever ;  he  was  to 
sustain  the  vengeance  of  heaven,  that  we  might  be  partakers  of 
its  mercies  :  he  was  to  become  obnoxious  to  the  curse,  that  we 
might  inherit  the  blessing.  And'therefore  the  consumption  of 
the  sacrifice,  which  represented  him,  was  a  certain  indication 
of  the  acceptance  of  the  person  who  offered  it,  in  faith  of  him 
and  his  sufferings.  This,  it  is  presumed,  Abel  did,  and  for  that 
reason  obtained  witness  that  he  was  righteous,  God  thus  testifying 
of  his  gifts.  Abel  then,  as  well  as  Abraham,  believed  God,  and 
it  was  counted  unto  him  for  righteousness.  He  was  justified  by 
faith,  and  not  by  the  deeds  of  the  law.  To  these,  as  performed 
by  the  Jew,  God  has  not  respect,  any  more  than  he  had  to  the 
offering  of  Cain;  and  for  the  same  reason.  By  faith  Abel 
offered  a  more  acceptable  sacrifice  than  Cain :  by  faith  the 
Christian  offers  a  more  acceptable  sacrifice  than  the  Jew.  The 
same  infidelity  kept  Cain  and  the  Jews  out  of  the  kingdom  of 
heaven  ;  the  same  faith  admits  Abel  and  the  Christians  into 
that  kingdom,  through  him  who  alone  opened  the  kingdom  of 
heaven  to  all  believers.  Thus,  in  the  persons  of  these  two 
brothers,  whose  history  is  recorded  as  an  example,  for  our  ad- 
monition,  are  characterized  the  two  opposite  spirits  that  have 
ever  since  divided  the  world  between  them,  and  will  continue 
so  to  do,  till  the  consummation  of  all  things;  that  is  to  say,  the 
humble,  obedient,  and  suffering  spirit  of  faith :  and  the  haugh¬ 
ty,  rebellious,  and  persecuting  spirit  of  infidelity.  He  who 

% 
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vfould  be  numbered  with  the  children  of  God,  must  copy  the 
example  of  Abel ;  he  who  chooses  to  have  his  portion  with  the 
seed  of  the  evil  one,  may  go  in  the  way  of  Cain. 

[To  he  concluded  in  our  nexiS\ 


HINDOOS. 

✓ 

WHEN  the  following  lines  of  Pope  were  read  to  Gopalu- 
turkalunkaru,  a  learned  Bramhun,  he  started  from  his  seat, 
begged  for  a  copy  of  them,  and  declared  that  the  author  must 
have  been  a  Hindoo  : — 

‘  All  are  but  parts  of  one  stupendous  whole, 

Whose  body  Nature  is,  and  God  the  soul; — 

Warms  in  the  sun,  refreshes  in  the  breeze. 

Glows  in  the  stars,  and  blossoms  in  the  trees; 
liives  through  all  life,  extends  through  all  extent, 

Spreads  undivided,  operates  unspent.’ 

The  Hindoos  profess  to  have  3.^0,000,000  of  gods:  not  that 
they  have  even  the  names  of  such  a  number;  but  they  say, 
that  God  performs  all  his  works  by  the  instrumentality  of  the 
gods,  and  that  all  human  actions,  as  well  as  all  the  elements, 
have  their  tutelar  deities. 

All  the  Hindoo  gods,  except  Brumha,  are  considered  as 
bestowing  only  temporal  favours ;  and  this  god  has  been  aban¬ 
doned,  and  left  without  either  temples  or  images.  Thus  the 
whole  system  excites  in  the  mind  of  the  worshipper  only  cupi¬ 
dity  and  the  love  of  pleasure ;  and  few  if  any  persons  now 
attend  the  public  festivals  with  a  direct  view  to  a  future  state. 

The  Hindoos  not  only  reverence  their  rivers,  but  actually 
worship  them,  dividing  them  into  male  and  female  deities. 
Bui  Gunga,  (the  Ganges,)  both  in  their  poems,  their  pooranus, 
and  in  the  superstitious  customs  of  the  natives,  appears  to 
rank  highest  among  the  river  deities.  She  is  declared  to  have 
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descended  from  Vishnoo’s  heaven,  the  anniversary  of  which 
event  is  celebrated  by  particular  festivities.  The  most  extra¬ 
vagant  things  are  related  in  the  pooranus  respecting  the  puri¬ 
fying  nature  of  these  waters;  and  several  works  have  been 
written  to  extol  the  saving  properties  of  the  Ganges.  Its 
waters  are  carried  to  immense  distances;  every  thing  they 
touch  becomes  purified;  crowds  of  Hindoos  perform  their 
w’orship  on  the  banks  of  the  river  daily,  after  purifying  them¬ 
selves  in  its  stream ;  the  sick  are  laid  on  its  banks,  expecting 
recovery  from  the  mere  sight  of  this  goddess;  and  it  is 
reckoned  a  great  calamity  not  to  die  within  view  of  Gunga. 
Many  other  rivers  receive  the  honours  of  divine  worship. 


3i«tflli'0cncc. 

MEMO  in  OF  MOW  H  EE, 

A  youth  from  New  Zealand,  tcho  died  at  Paddington,  Dec.  26,  1816.  By  the 

lice.  Basil  Woodd. 

[Continued  from  page  379.] 


AT  this  time  the  ships  were  surrounded 
witli  canoes,  which  kept  her  company  till 
she  was  without-side  the  heads  of  the  Bay. 
About  sun-set  they  left  the  ships ;  and  now 
a  most  melancholy  farewel  was  taken  of 
Mowhee  by  his  parents.  The  mother,  in 
particular,  Avas  quite  overwhelmed  in  an 
a^ony  of  grief  Tor  a  long  time  she  i-e- 
fu5cd  to  quit  the  ship ;  and  was,  at  length, 
taken  aw  ay  by  compulsion. 

This  was  the  last  time  that  Mowhee  and 
his  parents  ever  saw  one  another.  .Some 
months  after,  a  fatal  epidemic  sickness  was 
brought  from  a  distant  part  of  the  island. 
Numbers  caught  the  infection  and  died ; 
and,  among  them,  the  affectionate  parents 
o:  our  young  friend.  Movvhee  always  spoke 
of  his  father  as  a  man  who  had  learned  of 
the  captain  to  worship  tlie  tnic  God ;  and 
he  trusted  he  should  meet  him  again,  to 
no  more. 

In  the  evening,  the  captain  called  Mow¬ 
hee,  and  the  other  native,  whose  name  was 


Hearr}',  into  the  cabin.  He  spake  kindly 
to  them,  and  bade  them  be  assured  of  his 
friendship ;  and  told  Mowhee  that  he  should 
in  future  call  him  by  the  name  of  Thomas. 

During  this  evening  tiie  wind  began  to 
blow  very  hard,  and  the  sea  w'as  very  tem- 
pofituous  for  a  few  days.  IMowhee  was  ex¬ 
ceedingly  terrified;  but  his  countryman 
quieted  his  fears,  by  assuring  him  that  the 
storm  would  not  long  continue,  and  that, 
in  a  short  time  tlicy  would  see  Norfolk 
Island.  As  goon  as  they  arrived  off  that 
island,  a  lx)at  came  on  board,  with  a  Mr. 
Drummond,  who  took  Mowhee  and  the 
other  native  on  shore,  to  his  own  house. 

The  first  object  w'hich  engaged  his  atten¬ 
tion  and  excited  his  astonishment,  in  this 
place,  was  the  building  of  a  brig,  a  sight  to 
him  entirely  new. 

Mr.  Drummond  received  him  with  great 
kindness;  and  assured  him,  that,  if  he  was 
disposed  to  reside  with  him,  he  should  be 
treated  like  one  of  lus  sens. 
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to  the  acquaintance  of  another  persevering 
labourer  in  the  missionary  cause,  Mr.  Tho¬ 
mas  Kendall. 

This  gentleman  having,  apparently  by 
mere  accident,  passed  by  Bentinck  Chapel 
one  Sunday  morning,  about  the  year  1805, 
was  induced,  by  hearing  the  sound  of  the 
organ,  to  go  in.  The  consequence  was, 
tlxat  he  was  one  of  the  audience  the  first 
time  that  a  sermon  was  preached  there  in 
order  to  excite  Christians,  by  their  prayers 
and  exertions,  to  send  the  Gospel  to  other 
nations.  The  subject  was  quite  new  to 
him  :  his  mind  became  deeply  impressed 
with  guilt,  for  having  hitherto  neglected 
j  this  important  duty ;  and  he  resolved,  by 
the  grace  of  God,  to'  devote  himself  to  the 
service  of-  the  heathen.  Having  waited 
seven  years  for  a  favourable  opportunity, 
with  much  prayer,  patience,  and  perse¬ 
verance,  the  wished-for  day  at  length  ar¬ 
rived  ;  when  he  relinquished  every  temporal 
prospect  in  his  native  country :  and,  with 
,  his  four  children,  and  his  wife,  then  preg- 
_  nant,  set  sail.  May  31, 1813,  on  board  the 
Earl  Spencer,  a  convict  ship,  for  New'  South 
j  Wales.  He  arrived  at  Fort  Jackson  on  the 
1 10th  of  November  following,  after  a  very 
^  pleasant  passage,  and  just  before  the  pe- 
j  riod  when  Mowhee,  by  being  removed  to 
j  Parramatta,  came  under  the  protection  of 
Mr.  Marsden. 

I  When  Mowhee  arrived,  Mr.  Kendall  was 
;  gone,  with  Mr.  Hall,  to  New  Zealand,  to 
!  inquire  into  the  dispositions  of  the  inhabi- 
;  tants,  and  the  probability  of  succeeding  in 
!  a  missionary  settlement. 

August  22,  1814,  they  returned  in  the 
bHg  Active,  brinpng  with  tliem  six  of  the 
I  natives,  and  one  of  the  chiefs,  Duaterra. 
i  Mr.  Kendall  devoted  much  of  his  time  to 
I  the  instruction  of  Mow'hee ;  and  a  friendship 
;  W'as  formed  from  this  period,  which  we 
!  trust  will  sun'ive  the  grave, 
j  Mowhee  appeared  to  be  a  youth  of  fen* 
I  der  feelings.  He  never  forgot  Mr.  Ken* 
■  dalFs  kind  attention.  Whenever  his  name. 

I 

I  was  mentioned,  his  eyes  sparkled  with  tears 

I 

of  affection 


Mr.  Drummond  placed  him  at  a  day- 
school  for  near  a  year.  Here  he  began  to 
learn  to  read  and  write ;  and  from  this  pe¬ 
riod,  as  a  token  of  regard,  he  took  the  name 
of  Thomas  Drummond. 

Shortly  after  the  whole  fanruly  sailed  for 
They  landed  at  Sid- 


New  South  Wales, 
ney  ;  and,  in  February',  1812,  removed  to  a  i 
farm,  at  a  village  called  Liverpool. 

During  this  period,  it  appears  that  Mr.  ; 

Drummond,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  G - ,  used  ' 

.  .  I 

to  explain  to  Mowhee  the  general  principles  | 
of  the  Christian  religion,  the  meaning  oft 
going  to  Church,  the  nature  of  the  w'orship  | 
due  to  Almighty  God,  and  the  redemption  j 
of  man  by  the  death  of  tlie  Lord  Jesus  j 
Christ  Here,  to  use  his  own  words,  he  j 
frequently  was  taught  that  the  Son  of  God  [ 
came  into  the  world  to  save  sinners,  and 
that  whosoever  believed  on  Him  should  in¬ 
herit  everlasting  life.  Mr.  D.  had  adopted 
the  pious  and  venerable  custom  of  having 
all  his  family  and  servants,  every  Sunday ' 
evening,  in  his  parlour.  He  heard  them 
read  portions  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and ' 
then  familiarly  explained  them,  according 
to  their  capacities.  j 

Mowhee’s  ordinary  employment  was  in 
the  farm  ;  and  much  of  his  time  was  occu¬ 
pied  in  taking  care  of  the  sheep,  and  pre¬ 
venting  their  straying  to  lose  themselves  in 
the  woods.  His  mind,  however,  possessed 
much  ardour  and  activity  for  this  mode 
of  life.  He  described  it  as  a  lonesome  em¬ 
ployment  ;  and,  in  a  few'  months,  he  became 
completely  weary  of  it,  and  expressed  to 
Mr.  Drummond  his  earnest  desire  to  quit 
tlie  farm,  and  gratify  his  curiosity  in  seeing 
more  of  the  w  orld. 

Just  at  this  crisis,  the  Rev.  Samuel  Mars¬ 
den  calling  at  Mr.  Drummond’s,  Mowhee’s 
desire  w  as  communicated  to  him.  He  ar¬ 
ranged  an  exchange,  in  consequence ;  and 
Mowhee  was  removed  to  Parramatta.  He 
was  tlms  placed  under  the  protection  of  this 
distinguished  Clergyman,  and  enjoyed  the 
benefit  of  his  prayers,  example,  and  daily 
instruction.  About  this  period  he  was  ad¬ 
mitted  to  the  Christian  Church  by  the  sacra- 


He  generally  sat,  at  Bentinck 
ment  ol  baptism.  He  was  also  introduced,  Chapel,  in  the  same  pew  which  Mr.  Ken- 


426 


EVANGELICAL  GUARDIAN 


dall  had  occupied ;  and  one  of  the  last  in¬ 
telligent  sentences  which  he  ever  uttered 
Was,  “  Tell  Mr.  Kendall  I  never  forgot  his 
instructions.” 

When  the  Active  sailed  the  next  time  to 
New  Zealand,  Nov.  19, 1814,  with  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Mai^den,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kendall,  and 
others,  Mowhee  accompanied  them.  A 
most  interesting  account  of  this  voyage  has 
been  given  in  the  Missionary  Register  for 
November  and  December,  1816.  On  Tues¬ 
day,  Dec.  27,  1814,  the  Active  arrived  at 
the  Timber  District,  on  the  south  side  of 
the  Bay  of  Islands.  This  was  the  district 
to  which  Mowhee  belonged,  and  to  tlie 
chief  of  which  he  was  related. 

His  interview  with  his  relation  and  coun¬ 
trymen  is  thus  described,  in  Mr.  Marsden’s 
letter :  “  Terra  was  an  old  man,  apparently 
about  seventy  years  of  age.  I  went,  ac¬ 
companied  by  Messrs.  Nicholas,  Kendall, 
and  King,  to  visit  him ;  and  took  with  me  a 
young  man  (Mowhee)  about  seventeen 
years  of  age,  w’ho  was  a  relation  of  the 
chief,  and  who  had  been  almost  nine  years 
from  iVAv  Zealand  ;  the  latter  part  of  which 
period  he  had  lived  with  me  in  Parramatta.  ^ 
He  had  also  lived  several  years  with  a  iVlr. 
Drummond,  at  Norfolk  Island,  who  had 
been  exceedingly  kind  to  him.  When  we  j 
landed  on  the  beach,  I  found  Terra  sitting 
with  some  of  his  chiefs  and  pf:ople.  He  re¬ 
ceived  us  very  cordially,  and  w'ept  much, 
and  particularly  at  the  young  man’s  return ; 
as  did  many  more,  and  some  wept  aloud.” 
Such  w  as  the  strong  natural  allcclion  which 
marked  the  character  of  the  natives  of  New 
Zealand. 

Saturday,  Feb.  26,  1315,  Mr.  Marsden 
set  sail  in  the  Active,  to  return  to  Port  Jack- 
son.  Fight  chiefs  accompanied  him,  and 
two  senants.  Messrs.  Kendall,  Hall,  and 
King  remained  at  New  Zealand.  Mr.  Ken- 
dall,  who  had  long  been  a  gratuitous  teach¬ 
er  at  Bentinck  Cha|>el  Sunday  School,  and 
had  established  a  school  among  the  convicts 
during  th€;  voyage,  had,  before  Mr.  Mars- 
den’s  departure,  begun  to  teach  the  children 
in  New  Zealand.  Two  fine  boys  were  un¬ 
der  his  instruction ;  and  several  chiefs  had 


observed,  that  it  would  be  very  desirable  to 
have  their  sons  educated. 

In  a  letter  which  I  have  lately  received 
from  Mr.  Kendall,  (dated  Bay  of  Islands, 
New  Zealand,  June  1, 1815)  he  observes  on 
this  subject :  “  Our  gracious  Master  is,  I 
trust,  gradually  preparing  the  w  ay  to  make 
the  Gosptd  known  to  the  natives  of  New 
Zealand — When  I  take  a  view  of  Uie  little 
children  who  sometimes  surround  me ; 
when  I  observe  their  cheerful  countenances, 
and  the  constant  smile  u{K)n  their  faces ; 
when  I  hear  their  anxious  inquiries  alxiut 
every’  thing  they  see,  and  discover  the  lively 
and  affectionaUi  turn  of  their  minds ;  painful 
is  the  reflection,  tliat  any  of  these  childreu 
should  be  brought  up  without  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  God,  and  the  good  news  of  a  Sa¬ 
viour’s  dying  love.  Indeed,  we  should  re¬ 
joice  to  see  more  labourers  in  this  vineyard. 

From  this  digression  I  iioiv  return  to  the 
narrative  of  Mowhee. 

Mr.  Marsden  left  him  in  New  Zealand, 
intending  that  he  should  assist  in  the  im¬ 
provement  of  his  countrymen ;  as  he  had 
been  much  at  Parramatta,  and  had  become 
w’ell  acquainted  with  English  manners. 
Having,  however,  heard  much  of  England, 
and  being  possessed  with  an  unbounded 
thirst  after  knowledge,  he  obtained  permis¬ 
sion  of  his  friends  to  visit  this  favoured 
island.  About  August,  1815,  he  was  ac¬ 
cordingly  received  on  board  the  Jcflersoii 
whaler,  a  ship  bound  to  this  country’.  Hav¬ 
ing  no  money  to  pay  his  passage,  he  came 
over  in  the  capacity  of  a  common  sailor. 
The  voy  age  occupied  about  ten  montlj? ; 
and  he  arrived  in  the  river  Thames  about 
the  month  of  May,  1816. 

The  captain  of  the  ship,  feeling  hinistli 
burdened  with  a  foreigner  from  a  far  di.s* 
tant  island,  without  friends  or  support,  and 
not  knowing  how  to  provide  for  him,  availed 
himself  of  the  circumstance  of  his  having 
mentioned  Mr.  Kendall  as  connected  w  ith 
the  Church  Missionaiy  Society  ;  and,  under 
this  impression,  took  Mowhee  to  the  So¬ 
ciety’s  House,  in  Salisbury  Square. 

His  case  was  immediately  laid  before  the 
Conamittee ;  and  received  the  unaniinou- 
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gpinion,  that  this  friendless  stranger  should  j 
be  taken  under  the  protection  of  the  Socie- 1 
ty,  and  provided  for  at  its  expense,  till  an  j 
opportunity  should  offer  for  his  return  to 
New  Zealand.  As  his  friend  Mr.  Kendall  j 
had  resided  in  my  neighbourhood,  it  was  ■ 
also  recommended  by  the  Committee,  that ; 
he  should  be  placed  under  my  eye  and  su-  j 
perintendence.  Mowhee  was  accordingly  , 
brought  to  my  house,  on  Monday  evening, ' 
June  10,  1816. 

Our  tirst  attention  was  to  procure  him 
board  and  lodging  in  a  respectable  family, 
near  the  Edgevvare  Road,  a  few  doors  from 
one  of  the  Charity  Schools  connected  with 
Bentinck  Chapel ;  the  masters  of  which 
were  requested  to  pay  him  every  attention 
in  tlieir  power,  and  to  take  care  that  he 
was  supplied  w  ith  whatever  was  reasonable 
and  expedient,  and  to  be  particularly  care¬ 
ful  of  his  acquaintance. 

Having  funiished  him  with  suitable  ap- 
pared,  I  then  sent  him  to  a  day-school  kept 
by  Mr.  Hazard,  a  pious  and  intelligent  man, 
in  the  adjoining  sti-eet.  I  desired  that  he 
might  be  instructed  in  reading,  writing,  and 
the  first  rules  of  arithmetic  ;  and  that  parti¬ 
cular  attention  might  l>c  paid  to  his  religious 
instruction.  I  cs|X;cially  urged  that  he 
should  learn  to  ix  peat  the  admirable  sum¬ 
mary  of  tlie  divine  law  in  the  Church  Cate- 
rhism,  in  order  that  he  might  be  thoroughly 
instructed  in  his  duty  to  his  Gml  and  to  his 
neighf)Our;  in  humble  hope,  that,  through 
the  divine  blessing,  he  might  be  brought  to 
examine  himself  by  the  la»v  of  God — by  that 
law  might,  attain  to  the  knowledge  of  his 
sins,  be  convinced  of  his  fallen  nature,  feel 
the  need  in  which  he  stood  of  a  Saviour, 
and,  with  a  penitent  and  believing  heart, 
niight  undi  rstand  the  design  of  the  death 
of  the  Lord  Jesus  C'hrist,  and  trust  alone 
lor  pardon  aud  acceptance  to  the  Lamb  of 
G«jd,  who  taketh  away  the  sin  of  the 
world. 

I  requested  also  that  IMr.  Amies,  one  of 
the  masters  of  the  Bentinck  Schools,  and 
another  friend,  Mr.  Short,  w'ould  bring  him 
with  them  to  attend  the  w’orship  of  God  at 
Bentinck  Chapel,  and  see  that  he  was  pre¬ 


sent  at  the  public  catechising  of  the  schools, 
at  the  afternoon  service. 

I  felt  the  case  of  this  young  stranger  from 
a  far  distant  land  peculiarly  interesting.  It 
struck  me  as  a  golden  opportunity,  or, 
rather,  as  an  opportunity  more  precious 
than  gold,  not  to  be  lost ;  that  good  was  to 
be  done  to  him  now,  or  perhaps  never; 
that,  in  a  few'  months,  W'e  must  part  to  meet 
no  more  on  earth ;  and,  therefore,  that  it 
was  an  imperious  duty,  the  dictate  of  Chris¬ 
tian  charity,  to  afford  him,  in  that  com¬ 
pressed  form  which  the  shortness  of  his 
abode  in  this  country  demanded,  all  the 
general  knowledge  possible.  Our  earnest 
desire  and  prayer  was,  that,  when  he  re¬ 
turned  to  New  Zealand,  he  might  carr}* 
back  with  him  a  competent  acquaintance 
with  the  arts  of  civilization,  the  general 
principles  of  Christian  morality,  and  the 
sublime  truths  of  the  glorious  Gospel  of  the 
blessed  God. 

This  was  our  object ;  and,  in  a  short 
time,  the  intelligent  youth  amply  repaid  the 
expense  and  attention  of  the  Society. 

He  discovered  great  tenderness  and  hu¬ 
mility  of  mind,  an  ardent  thirst  for  all  use¬ 
ful  knowledge,  a  perfect  readiness  of  com¬ 
pliance  with  the  advice  of  his  instnicters, 
and  a  devout  ambition  to  qualify  himself  to 
be  useful  in  his  native  countiy*.  He  took 
great  delight  in  attending  the  house  of  God, 
in  hearing  religious  conversation,  in  read¬ 
ing  profitable  books,  and  in  frequenting  the 
school®. 

Occasionally,  at  the  Sunday  Schools,  h*- 
undertook  the  instioiction  of  a  class  of  little 
boys,  that  he  might  learn  how  to  teach  the 
children  in  New  Zealand. 

He  W’as  particularly  delighted  one  day. 
when  I  took  him  to  visit  Bentinck  Girls’ 
School,  with  the  practical  simplicity  of  Dr. 
Bell’s  system  of  education  ;  and  be  thought 
he  understood  it  suthciently  to  attempt  to 
instruct  upon  that  plan. 

During  my  annual  residence  at  Drayton 
Beauchamp,  I  was  pnn(?lited  from  paying 
him  that  attention  which  I  earnestly  w’ished ; 
but  I  left  him  under  the  care  of  friends, 
who,  I  trusted,  were  actuated  by  principles 


A  1  thr  of  a  Bible  A^s/)ciation,  i  taken  fresh  hands  on  board  the  day  befoft*. 

short  time  since,  the  wcretary,  owing:!  During  the  battle  he  acted  as  |>o\vder-inon- 
to  the  unfavourable  state  of  the  weather,  ^key,  carrying  ammunition  to  the  men  at 
stood  almo't  alone  on  the  plattorm,  w'here  the  guns  :  after  it  was  over,  he  W’as  sent  to 
he  had  fondly  expected  some  able  coadju-  help  tlie  surgoon,  by  giving  medicines  to 
tors.  Not  knowing  how  to  proceed,  he  the  wounded.  In  doing  this,  he  came  to 
addressed  the  meeting,  and  said,  if  tliere  one  man  severely  and  mortally  w’ounded. 
were  any  persons  in  the  assembly  who  had  When  he  approached  him,  the  man,  fixing 
ever  attended  similar  meetings  for  th»‘  pur-  his  hollow  and  dying  eyes  upon  him,  cried, 
pose  of  addressing  the  audience,  he  shemld  *  ^^’ho  are  you  ?  W’hat  is  your  name  ^  what 
r.>€  glad  of  their  assistance.  At  length,  a  was  your  father’s  name.^’  The  child  re- 
plaia-dresscd  man  ascended  the  platform,  plied,  ‘  I  do  not  know.’  He  told  him  how 
and  thus  began : — “  We  meet  to  promote  he  came  there,  w’ith  a  simple  narrative  of 
the  distriluition  of  the  Bible,  and  to  speak  what  has  been  stated.  The  man  exclaimed, 
of  its  usefulness :  I  w’ill  tell  you  a  story  ‘  Thou  art  my  son,  and  I  am  that  cruel  fa- 
about  a  Bible.  There  was  a  man  near  the  ther.^  But,  taking  a  small  Bible  from  un- 
sca-side,  who  had  a  little  lx)y,  wdth  whom  der  his  pillow',  he  added,  ‘  The  contents  of 
being  very  angry  one  day,  and  not  able  to  this  blessed  book  have,  !)y  God’s  blessing, 
restrain  his  passion,  he  kicked  him  violent-  brought  me  to  know'  and  to  believe  in  Him 
ly,  and  the  child  tell  into  the  sea  :  the  cruel  who  died  for  sinners.  I  can  now'  look  death 
father  went  away,  having  vented  his  rage,  in  the  face  without  fear ;  and  I  cannot 
and  left  him  under  the  impression  that  he  make  thee,  my  son,  a  better  recompense 
ivas  drowned.  Providentially,  a  rope  liang-  for  my  ill  treatment  of  thee,  than  by  giving 
jug  from  a  boat,  came  so  near  the  little  this  book  to  thee,  and  pniying  that  God 
boy,  that  he  caught  hold  ol  it,  and  by  its  would  make  it  as  useful  to  you  as  it  has 
assistance  got  into  the  boat  There  was  been  to  me.’  Shortly  after,  he  expired: 
not  any  one  on  board.  In  a  short  time  it  but  his  W'ords,”  said  the  speaker,  “  w'ere 
ilriUed  alongside  of  a  man  of  W’ar :  the  indelibly  fixed  upon  the  memory  and  heart 
st'anien  took  the  child  out,  and  inquired  his  of  his  son,  who  by  the  grace  of  God  was 
udme,  and  his  father’s  name ;  but  he  was  enabled  to  read  and  to  believe  the  Scrip- 
too  young  and  ignorant,  or  too  cunning,  to  tures,  and  is  now  living  by  faith  of  Jesus 
tell.  They  gave  him  the  name  of  Poor  Christ,  and  can  bear  testirpony  to  the  truth 
Jacrc.  After  some  years,  he  was  on  board  of  all  I  have  told  you,  and  can  show  you 
€>f  a  man  of  war  in  an  engagement,  having  the  Bible  also.”  With  this  he  held  up  the 


uf  Christian  duty,  and  would  not  be  iaat-  information  thaii  I  liad  anticipated.  Heliid 
tentive  to  their  charge.  acquired  a  knowledge  of  the  first  principles 

Immediately  on  iny  return,  my  first  ob-  of  drawing  and  perspective,  had  done  se- 
ject  was  to  call  on  Mr.  Hazard,  and  inquire  veral  of  the  first  problems  of  Euclid,  and 
how  Mowhee  was  going  on.  Mr.  11.  gave  had  drawn  various  plans  and  elevations  for 
me  a  very  satisfactory  account  of  our  young  building  of  houses.  He  gave  me  spec  imens 
friend.  I  found  that  he  had  improved  sur-  of  all  these,  selections  of  which  I  have  pre- 
prisingly ;  and  that,  under  the  kind  atten-  seiited  to  the  Committee  of  thj:  Church  Mis- 
bon  6f  his  instructor,  he  tiad  gained  more  sioaary  Society. 


[To  be  concluded  in  our  ncji’C] 


vsrn/LyEss  of  a  rifle. 
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h<X)k,  and  sold,  “  Behold,  the  Bible,  and 
K  bold  Poor  Jack.  I  aiii  the  child  that  was 
ra«t  into  the  sea,  but  saved  in  Providence,^ 
and  prepared  by  grace,  to  sj>eak  the  praises  • 


of  this  book,  which  you  wish  to  distribute  to 
your  fellow-creatures.” 

This  needs  no  comment — facts  are  stub¬ 
born  things ! 


TRIPOLI. 


Extract  of  a  Letter  from  J^Ir.  Jowettj  dated 
Feb.  17, 1817. 

SINCE  I  last  wrote  to  you  on  the  subject 
of  North  Africa,  I  have  received  further 
intelligence  respecting  Tripoli. 

I  am  happy  to  say,  that,  from  good  au¬ 
thority  I  learn,  that  travelling  is  by  no 
means  so  hazardous  in  the  Regency  of  Tri¬ 
poli,  as  those  may  be  ready  to  thinK  who 
content  themselves  with  a  general  censure 
of  the  Barbary*  States.  The  Bashaw  is  on 
the  best  terms  w’ith  Great  Britain ;  so  that 
our  countrymen  would  be  sure  of  his  pro¬ 
tection;  and  this,  from  the  nature  of  his 
government,  is  a  sufficient  recommendation 
in  his  dominions.  At  this  moment,  the 
British  consul  and  a  naval  officer  are  on  an 
excursion  from  Tripoli  to  Lebida,  an  an¬ 
cient  sea-port,  about  sixty  miles  eastward, 
in  search  of  antiquities,  which  the  Bashaw 
intends  as  a  present  to  the  Prince  Regent. 
This  is  a  point  of  taste  which,  of  late,  even 
Turks  have  learnt  from  European  travellers. 

Should  Vaccination  be  introduced  (a 
subject  to  which  I  alluded  in  a  fomoer 
letter,)  it  will  most  probably  be  d®ne  on  a 
large  scale,  and  by  authority.  If  I  might  j 
hazard  a  conjecture,  however,  things  are 
not  in  that  degree  of  forwardness,  that  any 
public  measure  should  be  adopted  for  this 
year  or  two.  The  interval  seems  inviting 
to  any  one,  who  should  be  willing  to  employ 
it  in  the  study  of  Arabic,  W’ith  the  design  of 
afterward  accompanying  a  mission  into 
the  interior  of  that  Regency;  supposing 
such  a  mission,  for  the  purpose  of  Vaccina¬ 
tion,  to  take  place :  and  I  see  no  reason  to 
doubt,  that  such  a  measure  may,  in  time, 
be  adopted.  The  first  Mussulman  preju¬ 
dices  are  overcome ;  for  the  Bashaw  ha's 


allowed  two  of  his  children  to  be  inocu¬ 
lated  ;  and  the  result  proving  favourable, 
he  is  pleased  with  it. 

A  Christian  man  accompanying  such  a 
party  in  the  circuit  which  it  would  make, 
might  see  and  familiarly  examine  every 
thing  of  a  preliminary  nature  which  our  So¬ 
ciety*  wishes  to  know ;  while,  as  an  inter¬ 
preter,  his  services  would  be  truly  valuable. 
Here  he  will  see,  with  exactness,  the  state 
of  the  Mahomedan  Schools ;  for,  in  almost 
every  modern  book  of  travels,  w’e  read  cd' 
these.  The  gentleman  to  whom  I  am  ia- 
debted  for  information,  expresses  surprise 
that  travellers  sbouW  not  have  chosen  Trir 
poli  as  Uie  starling-place  for  exploring 
Africa. 

There  are  persons  in  Tripoli  who  hav^e 
been  at  Tombuctoo.  With  respect  to 
M*^S.  he  sUys,  that  any  may  be  had  by  ap¬ 
plying  to  the  Bashaw.  (^onccniing  the 
Jews,  it  is  difficult  to  ascertain  their  num* 
ber ;  but  they  are  found  in  every  part  of 
the  Regency,  with  synagogues.  Very  few 
of  them  accompany  tlie  caravans  ;  tlieir  re¬ 
ligion  forbidding  them  to  travel  on  the  .Sa¬ 
turday,  suftkieutly  to  keep  up  with  the 
company. 

[A  later  communication,  dated  Malta, 
May  26tb,  conveys  further  intelligence  on 
the  subject  of  Tripoli.] 

I  formerly  acquainted  you  with  some  re¬ 
marks,  with  which  I  was  favoured  by  Rear-- 
Admiral  Sir  Charles  Penrose,  relative  to 
certain  Christian  txibes  in  the  interior  of 
.\frica. 

Since  that  period  I  have  had  several  con¬ 
versations  witli  the  Admiral  on  die  same 

*  The  Church  Missloaary  Society. 
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subject;  and,  more  recently,  with  an  ac-Jis  very  rare,  and  never  inflicted  but  for 
tive  and  intelligent  officer,  Captain  Smyth,  murder,  offences  against  the  government, 
of  the  navy,  who  has  lately  returned  from  and  adultery  on  the  part  of  women.  Every 
an  exploring  tour  in  Africa.  From  the  ma- j  man,  even  a  slave,  pleads  his  own  cause, 
terials  which  tliis  officer  has,  with  the  ut-  j  with  the  greatest  freedom.  The  Kaya’s 
most  frankness,  communicated  to  me,  I  am  .situation  is  sup|.^sed  to  be  lucrative,  as  he 
enabled  to  give  you  the  newest  and  most! settles  disputes  between  government  and 
accurate  account  of  those  parts.  It  is  his  ,  the  Arabs. 

desire  that  the  knowledge  of  the  state  ofj  The  Bashaw’s  intelligence,  activity,  and 
.\frica  may  be  as  widely  ciix'ulated  as  pos-,  decided  character,  have  given  him  an  ex- 
sible,  in  order  that  others  may  be  led  to  tent  of  territory  and  power  ot  which  no 
make  further  research.  It  is  most  pioba-  other  African  Potentate  can  boast.  His 
ble,  indeed,  that  his  official  reports  will  lead  I  line  of  coast  reaches  from  about  Gerba, 
to  this  being  done  officially.  In  the  mean  ilong.  1 1°,  to  Paluinba,  long.  27®  E. :  at  the 
time,  our  friends  wdll  be  much  interested  eastern  extremity  of  which,  his  eldest  son 
by  the  follow'ing  sketch,  w'hich  he  has  en-  lives,  in  a  stale  of  rebellion  against  him; 
abled  me  to  give  of  Tripoli — its  present ,  but  he  has  nothing  to  fear  from  that  quarter, 
government,  the  slate  of  society,  religion,  jTo  the  interior,  the  Bey  of  Fezzan  is  of  hi-* 
literature,  climate,  &c.  together  with  some  ap|iointmont,  and  pays  him  tribute :  the 
account  of  the  Christian  tribes,  and  of  the  Emperor  of  Bornou  w’as  also  by  him  placed 
slave-trade.  and.  established  on  his  throne  :  so  that  to 

The  [K)pulation  of  the  city  of  Tripoli  ni.ay  jthc  great  river,  in  lat.  15®,  through  means 
be  estimated  at  about  24,000.  It  is  now'  of  the  Bashaw  at  Tripoli,  a  traveller  might 
more  than  thirty  yeai*s  that  the  Begency  pass  with  quite  as  much  security  and  con- 
has  been  independent  of  the  Porte.  The  j  venience  as  men  of  enterprise  generally  re¬ 
present  Bashaw,  Yusef  Caramanli,  the  third  j  quire,  in  setting  out  on  their  researches. 

M  the  Caramanli  family,  ascended  the  |  His  partiality  to  the  English  (accounted 
throne  in  1795.  Previously  to  this,  and  |  for  by  our  naval  character,  and  by  the  posi- 
during  some  of  the  first  years  of  his  reign,  j  tion  and  circumstances  of  Malta)  seem? 
his  character  w’as  stained  with  deep  crimes,  j  equivalent  to  an  invitation  to  some  English 
Much  of  his  subsequent  improvement  is  at-  traveller. 

tributed  to  the  influence  exercised  over  him  Tlie  Jews  are  never  admitted  to  any  go¬ 
by  a  wife  of  European  descent,  whose  death  vernment  employment.  They  apply  them- 
was  much  deplored  l)y  his  .subjects.  selves  to  trade,  and  the  Moors  cannot  tral* 

Captain  Smyth  mentions  the  same  of  the  '  fic  without  them.  The  Bashaw,  w'Ikui  he 
Bashaw’s  liearing  causes,  as  Doctor  Holland  |  buys  jew  els,  &c.  has  them  first  valued  by  a 
relates  of  Ali  Pasha.  The  meanest  |>erson  Jew'.  Pro\iding  the  Hararn  with  w'earing- 
pleads  his  own  cause  before  him,  with  a ‘apparel,  is  entrusted  to  Jewish  women, 
freedom  that  would  astonish  a  Europe  an  :  j  The  Jews  have  noiliiiig  to  do  with  agricul- 
ihus  the  Bashaw  becomes  acquainted  withlture,  not  even  in  country-places  ;  but  follow 
much  of  the  private  history  of  his  subjects.  |  handicrall  and  jewellery.  Though  severely 
This,  however,  is  a  kind  of  su|)trior  court  -  taxed,  their  condition  here  is  bettor  than  in 
fjf  Appeal,  in  difficult  cases.  In  general, 'any  other  part  of  Africa.  They  have  a 
the  Kara,  or  Administrator  of  ju^lice  (at  the  '  Cadi  of  their  own  nation,  to  settle  all  their 
present  moment  a  Russian)  sits  every  day,  |  differences.  They  arc  very  litigious  among 
fr-om  noon  till  three  o’clock,  at  the  Castle  |  themselves,  but  neither  active  nor  brave. 
Gate,  to  hear  caus<?s.  He  is  surrounded  by  j  It  is  a  singular  I'act,  that  the  people  of  this 
the  instriunentA  and  executioners  of  justice, as  I  nation  are  ahvays  compelled  to  p<*rform  tlie 
instant  punishment  foiiow’s  conviction ;  with  office  of  public  executioner.  There  is  a 
*he  exception  of  capital  punishment,  which  ^  wail  in  llte  Castle  for  this  purpose.  On  one 
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Friday  at  noon,  from  the  belief  of  a  prophe¬ 
cy  that  prevails  among  them,  tfiat  the  Christ¬ 
ians  will  take  them  by  surprise  on  that  day 
and  hour.  Captain  Smyth  was  several 
times  detained  in  Tripoli,  by  this  circum¬ 
stance,  on  a  F riday. 

Religious  toleration  prevails  in  Tripoli,  in 
a  higher  degree  than  in  Tunis,  Algiers,  or 
Morocco. 

The  Bashaw  is  himself  emancipated  from 
the  influence  of  tlie  priests.  An  instance 
of  his  superiority  to  the  Marabuts  (the  com¬ 
mon  name  of  the  priests  and  learned  men; 
is  related,  such  as  would  have  occasioned  a 
revolt  in  Algiers  or  Morocco.  A  Marabut 
one  day  presented  himself  at  court,  and  pro¬ 
phesied  that  the  English  would  make  war 
on  tliein  within  a  certain  time.  The  Ba¬ 
shaw  ordered  him  into  safe  custody,  pro¬ 
mising  a  rew’ard  if  the  prophecy  proved 
.true,  but  threatening,  if  false,  five  hundred 
bastinadoes.  At  the  expiration  of  the  pe¬ 
riod  the  Bashaw’s  threat  was  executed. 

There  is,  indeed,  every  indication  of  a 
general  decay  of  Mahomedan  intolerance. 
Captain  Smyth  was  always  permitted  to 
enter  the  mosques,  only  taking  ofl'  his  shoes 
at  the  door.  The  Moors  ate  and  drank 
with  him,  and  this  even  in  country-places, 
where  tliey  are  more  simple  and  strict,  and 
less  familiar  with  Christians. 

Captain  Smyth  visited  about  seventeen  ot 
the  schools  in  the  city,  four  of  which  ap- 
peart^d  to  lx;  large,  containing  about  thirty 
I  scholars  each.  They  seemed  pleased  with 
his  attention.  The  teacher  is  not  always  a 
Marabut.  His  pay  is  generally  about  ten 
buckhemsheins  a  day  :  eighty  of  w  hich  be  ¬ 
ing  equal  to  a  dollar,  his  daily  pay  is  about 
;  sevenjxnce-halfpenny  English.  His  scho 
I  lars  sit  all  round  him,  he  being  in  the  mid- 
;  die  of  the  room.  They  have  boards  in  the*ir 
I  hands,  which,  beii'.g  first  whitened  with 
t  chalk,  have  sentences  of  the  Koran  written 
on  them  with  charcoal.  The  sponging  oi 
the  boards  clean,  and  preparing  them  from 
tinx‘  to  time,  is  the  master’s  work,  and  must 
oci'asion  no  small  lalmiir  and  loss  of  linu . 
('hildren  are  fangbt  to  read  tht'se  .-rnten 


a  prayer  on  it;  wherc'as  the  IVloors  read 
portions  of  tales  Their  implements  of  hus¬ 
bandry  are  primitive,  and  their  method  de¬ 
structive  ;  for,  as  soon  as  the  land  around 
them  Ixjcomes  less  productive,  and  cattle 
have  devoured  all  the  pasture,  they  strike 
their  tents,  and  move  to  some  more  fertile 
spot,  where  they  remain  until  a  similar  ne¬ 
cessity  compels  them  to  retire. 

The  Jews  and  Christians  are  much  de¬ 
spised,  but  allowed  the  free  exercise  of  their 
religion.  Their  funeral  processions  are  in¬ 
variably  treated  with  reverence. 

The  Mahomedan  priests  are  compara¬ 
tively  few,  and  very  little  expense  to  the  | 
community,  there  being  no  established 
tithes :  for  though  the  Prophet  left  an  in¬ 
junction  that  every  Mussulman  should  de¬ 
vote  a  tenth  of  his  property  to  charity,  the 
mode  and  object  are  left  to  his  choice.  The 
priest,  consequently,  depends  on  his  per¬ 
sonal  property,  and  on  voluntarj'  contribu¬ 
tions.  In  country-places  they  thrive  well. 
They  are  not  bound  to  celibacy.  Their 
office  is,  to  promulgate  the  Koran,  and,  as 
they  express  it,  the  Verbal  Laws  of  Maho¬ 
met. 

Ever}'  house  in  Tripoli  has  a  piece  of  co¬ 
loured  glass  in  the  window,  or  the  figure  of 
a  hand  painted  .on  the  wall,  to  kkep  out 
THE  EVIL  EYE.  The  gravcs  of  priests  are 
sanctuaries ;  from  which  a  man  cannot  be 
taken,  althosigh  he  may  bo  starved  there. 
It  is  olwervable  of  the  Turkish  F'estivals, 
that  they  do  not  interrupt  business.  The 
people  are  very  superstitious  about  fairies : 
they  do  not  Ix  lieve  in  ghosts.  It  is  well 
known,  that,  in  rnanv  .Mnhoniednn  conn- 
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ce3,  wliich  i;8  done  with  great  clamour  and 
contusion ;  very  much  as  in  the  worst 
dames’  school,  in  the  less  cultivated  parts 
of  England.  As  soon  as  the  hour  of  prayer 
is  aunoimced  from  the  Minaret,  the  youth 
decaraji,  and  the  master  is  left  to  prepare 
;h4i  boards  for  die  next  lesson. 

Of  die  degree  of  learning  pi-ofessed  by 
ijicsc  Marabuts,  die  following  fact,  peculi¬ 
arly  deserving  the  notice  of  the  British  and 
Foreign  Bible  Society,  will  serve  to  give 
you  some  idea.  Captain  Smyth  showed  to 
several  of  them  the  Arabic  Bible.  They 
ivadily  understood  the  characters ;  but  none 
of  them  could  read  it,  as  the  vernacular 
tongue  of  all  these  j>arts  is  die  jargon  called 
Lingua  Fi-anca;  and  this.  Captain  Smyth 
was  informed,  is  understood  by  some  one  in 
most  of  the  interior  caravans. 

Notwithstanding  the  extremely  wretched 
nature  of  their  education,  the  youth  gene¬ 
rally  show  great  aptness  to  learning.  But 
this  hopeful  disposition  is  as  generally  kept 


under ,  for,  as  .soon  as  any  youth  displays 
an  opening  mind,  or  enterprising  spirit  (foi 
example,  in  commerce,)  he  is  checked  by 
his  superiors:  as  if  it  were  dangerous  to 
leave  him  to  the  impulse  of  genius.  The 
con.sequence  is,  that  they  seem  to  grow 
more  stupid  as  they  grow  older. 

One  indication  of  their  good  capacity,  and 
a  certain  degree  of  knowledge,  is,  thai 
when  Captain  Smyth  w’as  on  his  travels, 
and  took  his  astronomical  observations, 
the  natives,  in  their  way,  made  theirs  also. 
This  is  peculiarly  the  case  with  those  who 
traverse  the  Deserts:  a  profession  which 
requires,  in  fact,  much  the  same  kind  of 
knowledge  as  navigation.  One  evening,  as 
they  were  travelling  in  the  dark,  and  had 
missed  their  way,  they  were  all  on  th*' 
look  out  for  a  rising  star.  On  seeing  Dub- 
he,  in  the  Great  Bear,  they  gave  a  general 
shout,  and  proceeded  on  their  W’ay  in  se¬ 
curity. 

{To  be  continued.) 


BLOOMINGDALE  CENT  SOCIETY. 
[Communicated.'] 


ON  Monday,  the  17th  of  Nov.  1817,  the 
ladies  belonging  to  the  congregation  of  the 
Reformed  Dutch  Church,  at  Bloomingdale, 
N.  Y.  met  in  the  Church,  for  the  purpose  of 
forming  a  Cent  Society,  to  aid  in  the  support 
of  the  Theological  .Seminary,  under  the  care 
of  tlie  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed 
Dutch  Church. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Gunn  opened  the  meeting ' 
with  prayer,  and  made  a  few  remarks  on  j 
the  necessity  of  such  associations,  to  furnish 
the  means,  which  are  requisite  for  securing 
respectability  and  permanency  to  the 
School.  A  suitable  constitution  was  then 
axlopted,  and  the  following  persons  were 
chosen  officers  for  the  current  year:  Mrs. 
Ahxander  Gunn,  First  Directress ;  Mrs. 


James  Striker,  Second  Do.;  Miss  Ann 
Striker,  Secretary;  Mrs.  Andrew  Hopper, 
Treasurer.  Other  Managers ;  Mrs.  Samuel 
A.  Lawrence,  Mrs.  Ichabod  Prall,  Mrs. 
Mary”  Buskirk,  Mrs.  William  R.  Stewart* 
Mrs.  John  I.  Stewart,  Miss  Rachel  Cozine, 
Miss  Anna  Maria  Jackson,  Miss  Letitia 
V  arian. 

The  beginning  was  auspicious.  The  sub¬ 
scriptions  and  donations  on  the  occasio.n 
were  such,  as  to  excite  the  hope  that  this 
Society  will  raise  annually  a  considerable 
sum  for  the  benefit  of  this  useful  institution. 
And  every  sincere  friend  to  it  must  earnest¬ 
ly  wish  that  similar  societies  would  be  im¬ 
mediately  established  in  every  part  of  the 
Dutch  ChuTxti..  L. 


